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By Capt. Lou Albano 


HAT DO HULK Hogan, Ric 

Flair, Ted DiBiase, and Stan 
Hansen have in common? Sure, we 
know them as four of the top su- 
perstars of professional wrestling. 
But can you imagine these men as 
youngsters, struggling to make their 
marks in a sport where one out of 
three rookie wrestlers never make 
it past their first year of competi- 
tion? My game plan when devising 
this edition of Capt. Lou Albano’'s 
Wrestling Classics was to dig 
through the vast archives of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, Inside Wres- 
ting, The Wrestler, Sports Review 
Wrestling, and Wrestling Superstars 
to select classic stories about today’s 
superstars—before they were super- 
stars. It was a fascinating study that 
youre gonna love. The Captain 
guaranitees it! 

To start off, if you have a strong 
stomach, get a load of the garbage 
Gen. Skandor Akbar has to offer in 
Timepiece. I'm surprised he didn’t 
take credit for the careers of Hulk 
Hogan and Ric Flair! We lighten the 
tone a bit with Fun Page, featuring 
clever cartoonist Ross Bunch’'s 
“Turnbuckle Chuckles,” a trivia 
quiz, and a challenging word-search 
puzzle, 

While you're in a_ searching 
frame of mind, search up and down 
this issue’s Classic Ratings, first 
run 10 years ago in The Wrestler. 
Then check out the current Official 
Ratings and Ratings Analysis 
and see just how wrestling’s past 
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has led to its present state. 

| have a question: What has led 
to the present state of Abdullah the 
Butcher? You'll see in Then & 
Now that the Sudanese madman 
wasn't always as fat and out of 
shape as he is today. Why, 20 years 
back, he had a body beautiful, just 
like Capt. Lou Albano. Hey—stop 
laughing! 

Leading off our all-star lineup of 
feature stories, we learn about The 
Not-So-Jolly Giant Who Strikes 
Like Lightning (Inside Wrestling, 
December 1971). Today we know 
him as Andre the Giant, but back 
when his career was in its forma- 
tive stages, Jean Ferre was striking 
fear in the hearts of men with not 
only his tremendous size, but his 
speed as well! 

It's hard to believe that ‘Ted DiBi- 
ase was ever so popular that the 
editors of a national wrestling mag- 
azine would be so moved as to 
write a Special Editorial: Ted Di- 


Biase Must Be Given The North 
American Title (The Wrestler, 
February 1980). At the time this 
story was first published, Pat Patter- 
son had vacated the North Ameri- 
can belt (that he won illegally from 
young DiBiase) in favor of the new- 
ly formed WWF Intercontinental ti- 
tle. For the sake of the future of the 
North American title and in the in- 
terest of fair play, DiBiase’s title 
should have been reinstated. 

This next story makes The Cap- 
tain mad! AWA World Title Tur- 
moil! How Greg Gagne And Curt 
Hennig Are Paying For Their 
Fathers’ Sins! (Sports Review 
Wrestling, March 1988). It just 
seems to me that had it not been 
for the evil influence of Larry 
Hennig, Curt might have been one 
of the top fan favorites this sport 
has ever seen. The kid is truly 
blessed with talent. But it was Dad 
who hooked him up with Larry 
Zbyszko, and Dad who convinced 
him that he couldn't be successful if 
he cared about the fans, and Dad 
who tried to relive his past feud 
with Verne Gagne by pushing his 
kid into a feud with Greg Gagne. 
I've said enough. Just read the 
story. 

Oh, one more thing. Now that 
Larry Hennig has made a man of 
his son, Curt Hennig’s Memphis 
Mission was to Make A Man 
Out Of Jeff Jarrett (The 
Wrestler, February 1988). Tough- 
guy Curt said he saw in Jarrett 
what he used to be, so he took it 

(Continued on page 65) 


WHEN CAPT. LOU ALBANO TALKS, 


PEOPLE LISTEN! 


“I've been around the sport of professional wrestling for 40 years, and I've read 
every Story in the world’s best wrestling magazines—PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED, THE WRESTLER, INSIDE WRESTLING, SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, AND WRESTLING 90. 
















‘‘As ‘Captain’ of the WRESTLING CLASSICS magazine, it is my privilege to 
gather the very best stories every printed in those great magazines and fit them 
into one very special publication, WRESTLING CLASSICS is a must-read for 
fans who want to know a {ittle bit more about this sport than just who won yes- 
terday's match!"’ 


ALIMITED NUMBER OF CAPT. LOU ALBANO PRESENTS... 
WRESTLING CLASSICS—EACH WITH FOUR PAGES OF 
DAZZLING COLOR—ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR JUST $3 EACH! 


o iF 
em cc ee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 


I Make check payable and send to: 


ww 
BOX 48 Please send me the back issues I've checked. “- 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 | enclose $3 for each issue I’ve ordered. c 
| NAME 


ADDRESS —_ APT. 


A Pts 


Print your name 
l cry ss es EI eee 


| For all orders except U.S., you must add $1.50 for each issue to be delivered by boat mail, and $3 for each issue fo be 
| delivered by air mail, Int'l money order only. Please allow 24 weeks for delivery, 


Bead STL semi 
Lo xaces et Ongar ge LING 


RODOT PRERS 









we 


ve 


| nines 






D Nov. 1069: Excuse Protos OFA Litetins! 0 Jen, 1906: Roddy Piper's Tite Match Wen Pac 
Sapnenartino 


0 1990: A Docarie Of Fouds: Bruro-Zpya2x0 
rom The Cradle Tp The Thrang. Fee Ends i Chaos: (1983), Pau Sarr ‘on 


(1980), Andre-¢ran (1991), Backund. Grates 
(1987, Piper-Vatertina (1904), Stuughter Sheik 
(1984), Flair-Nikta (1985), Hogan Ormdortt (1965). 
Chasuc Ratings (1980). Faure Classics: Cuggan, 
Luger. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Musk Hogan Fi 
| ee . Sinnamon 
, Sting, Wartey Fuxte. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


O Jktty (800: WrestaManal Tre Grandeur & Tha 12 Sept. 1990: Cape Lou Aibane Picis ... The Cl Nev. £990: The Lagoon Of Boom—They Ding 

Glory. An n-Dogsh Look At WirestoMandan bY. Unghoat Wireatiers Ever Figo (5972), Bucy (C254), On Danger And Sasck Cin Doathe Six stories trac. 

‘Anare-Hogan (1988), Theex Rogers (1973), Crassis Wrpsstowlsrea V1 Foidout Hogan Unimata Maryno (1973), Curry (196), Stowe (1972), Arche Ing The Read Wariors” brillant carser. Bonus: The 
StaskaleMerains (1974), Furk-Brisco (1976). Clas Warter, Cassc Natings (1965) Furum Classics: lah (1976), Rhodes (1962), Kabuss (1982), Missing Gruatest Tag Tears in history. Classic Ratings: 
sic Ratings (1972). Furie Classics: Andra & Haku, Skyscraper fond Warrors, Lantrt/D. pr eke ee (s4m, Fuamm Geese Deveg Sleebess Mos 


Zonk 
i case of a sellout, please indicate substitute choice: 


— ee ee eee ee ee — ee es ee eee ee ee ee ee eee 


I 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
[ 
[ 
l 
[ 
| 
| 
l 
| 
| 
t 
| 
| 
| 
[ 
I 
[ 
l 
| 
l 
| 
| 
l 
J 





TIMEPIECE 





Wrestling Classics provides a forum for veteran wrestlers to provide their 
views on the state of the sport today, and how it has changed over the 
years. We call it ‘“Timepiece,’’ but you’ll call it some of the most 
rewarding and informative reading anywhere in the sport 





Gen. Skandor Akbar, who for years has been 


one of the top managers in the USWA and 


World Class, managed several stars before they actually became stars. 


By Gen. Skandor Akbar 


T'S ABOUT TIME that Capt. 

Lou Albano and the idiots who 
help him with Wrestling Classics 
came to an expert for this col- 
_umn. J've managed so many fine 
competitors during the past two 
decades that | must be ranked as 
the greatest ring general ever—far 
greater than that clod Albano 
could ever hope to be. 

The theme of this issue is the 
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early careers of great wrestlers. 
Who has turned more youngsters 
into superstars than | have? No 
one can evaluate young talent as 
well as | do. That’s why I’ve been 
the greatest manager in the histo- 
ry of World Class and the USWA. 
| can’t even count the number of 
belts my men have won for me 
during the past decade. No won- 
der I’m so rich! 

In that light, !’'m proud to able 
to provide you lucky readers with 


Gen. Skandor Akbar's official list 
of the five most promising young 
stars I’ve ever managed. Each of 
the guys I’m about to mention has 
gone on (or will go on) to true 
superstardom. But none of them 
would ever have amounted to 
anything at all without the strong, 
steady guidance of the General. 
So read and learn: 

Sid Vicious: That's right, 
chumps. Unbeknownst to most of 
you fools out there, | was the 
guiding light of this 6'8” mon- 
Ster’s early career. It was the win- 
ter of 1988, and Sid was wrestling 
under his own name for the first 
time in the CWA in Memphis (pre- 
viously, Sid has been known as 
Lord Humongous). 

Robert Fuller was Sid’s manag- 
er then, but Fuller was only using 
Sid as a glorified bodyguard. | 
could see that Vicious had the po- 
tential to be a champion. | or- 
dered Sid a first-class airplane 
ticket to Dallas, and | put him 
through the hardest training regi- 
men | have ever devised. 

The results were instant—and 
stunning. Sid wrestled—and near- 
ly erippled—Kerry Von Ench in 
December 1988 at the Sportator- 
ium. Wimpy Kerry came away 
from the match and said Sid Vi- 
cious was the most awesome 
man he ever wrestled. Not long 
after that, Sid went to the NWA, 
became a Skyscraper, and be- 
came a main event star—but he 
never would've gone anywhere 
without my guidance. 


The Undertaker: | can already 
hear you readers calling the Gen- 
eral a liar. (ll bet you can’t ever 
remember me managing Under- 
taker or “Mean" Mark Callous, 
another name this huge marvel 
has competed under. 

Well, what you lamebrains don’t 
know is that | managed a fantas- 
tic masked wrestler named The 
Punisher in 1989. That's right— 
Punisher was The Undertaker, 
and under my guidance he be- 
came the most feared man in the 
USWA. His story was nearly the 





The Punisher punishes Kerry Von Erich. Un- 
der Akbar’s management, Punisher (who 
went on to become The Undertaker) won 
the Texas title in 1989. 


same as Vicious’ was. Punisher 
was wrestling in the CWA under 
the moniker of The Master Of 
Pain, and he wasn’t going nearly 
as far as a man of his skills 
should have.. 

Naturally, | noted that Mark’s 
agility and mobility were shocking 
for a man who stands 68”. So | 
brought him down to Texas, put 
him in an ominous black -hood, 
and the fan favorites started run- 
ning for their lives. Want proof? 
Punisher won the Texas title in 
October 1989 by forfert. The 
champion, Eric Embry, just didn’t 


want to get in the ring with him. 
The matchmakers said Embry 
had an eye injury, but | knew 
better. 

Not long after that, Punisher 
became Callous in WCW and 
then The Undertaker in the WWF. 
Currently, he’s the most hated 
man in the sport—just look at the 
ratings. That's my __ influence 
you're seeing. That fool Percy ... 
| mean, Paul Bearer doesn’t have 
any clue about what he’s doing. 

Cactus Jack: This maniac is 
the hottest competitor on the East 
Coast and in Japan right now, 
and it’s all thanks to me. If it 
hadn't been for my sure and 
Steady guidance a couple of years 
back, Jack never would’ve gotten 
out of the preliminary matches. 

When Jack came to Texas in 
1989, he had all the tools, but | 
thought he was a bit timid. | told 
him to let loose and go wild. He 
sure did! His incredible elbowdrop 
from the ring apron? His flying 
clothesline over the top rope? | 
taught Jack those incredible 
maneuvers. 

My lessons soon made Jack a 
champion. He won the USWA tag 
team title with Zodiac II and Cpl. 


‘Braddock in 1989, and it was 


Jack who carried both of those 
teams. I'm proud to see him con- 
tinue his reign of terror all over 
the globe. 

One Man Gang: It's just like 
Kevin Sullivan and Teddy Long to 
try to take credit for turning OMG 
into a raving lunatic. He’s just 
picking up on the tips | gave 
Gang nine long years ago. 

1 didn’t manage Gang for very 
long at first—just a few matches 
in 1982 in Louisiana. He called 
himself Crusher Broomfield in 
those day, and he had long, flow- 
ing hair that reached his shoul- 
ders. | told him to get a haircut 
and get nasty. 

Not long after that, Broomfield 
became the Gang, and the rest is 
history. He came back to me in 





in 1982, Akbar managed Crusher Broom- 
fled, who’ later became One Man Gang. Ak- 
bar says he's glad Gang has regained his 
old viciousness. 

1987 in the old UWF before mov- 
ing on to the WWF. | am so hap- 
py he quit being Akeem and did 
away with all that African non- 
sense! OMG is a born killer, not a 
jive dancer. 

Ange! Of Death: Sure, Angel 
hasn’t reached true greatness yet, 
but now that he’s invaded WCW, 
he should reach his full potential. 
This guy was the focal point of 
one of my greatest schemes. 

It was 1987 in the UWF, and | 
introduced Angel to Michael 
Hayes. It was all a plot on my 
part. Hayes made Angel an “un- 
official” Freebird. Then, Angel at- 
tacked Hayes and nearly crippled 
him. The Freebirds were never 
the same after that, and it was all 
thanks to Angel. Anyone that devi- 
ous is certain to win a major title 
in WCW. 

I've been: taking some time off 
during the past few months, but 
I've still got my eyes on a couple 
of young rulebreakers. You never 
know when I'll bring the next su- 
perstar into the sport! Oo 
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WRESTLING pwr 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND HAVE SOME LAUGHS 


It's almost universally acknowledged that Cap. Lou Albano is the greales! lag team 
manager of all time, having led 12 different duos to a record 16 WWF World lag leam 


championships. From the brutal Samoans to the acrobatic British Bulldogs, Albano 

tai 4 has always had the knack of getting the best out of his men. In this puzzle, there are 

iY ap na § both team and individual names. Remember to time yourself (our expert took eight 
C minules, 57 seconds). 


N HIDDEN NAMES 

GRAHAM @ TYLER @SCICLUNA 

Q @lIAUKEA®VALIANTS 

@ BLACKJACKS ®@ EXECUTIONERS 

S @LUMBERJACKS @ SAMOANS 

@ MOONDOGS @ FUJI ® SAITO 

J ©@WINDHAM @ ROTUNDO e BULLDOGS 
P 

J 
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COMPLETION TIME 

Under 8 minutes: world champion 
8-10 minutes: top contender 
10-12 minutes: up-and-comer 
Over 12 minutes: prelim bum 
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Test your unestting kxtoutodge! 


l 1. A former wrestler known as 
“Golden Boy” went on to manage 
Q WWF World champions Bruno Sam- 

martino and Bob Backlund. Who is 
ne? 

2. What former AWA Word tag 
team champions were known as The 
Sheiks? 

3. Who was the first wrestler to 
hold the WGP title (1983)? 

4, Who comprises the tag team of 
Wet 'n’ Wild? 

5. Who teamed with Rick Rude to 
win the WCW World tag team title 
(1986)? 

6. Who was the Von Erich cousin 
who teamed with Kevin and Kerry in 

7 1985? 
ie nee” 7. Who holds the all-time record af 
three WCW TY titles? 

8. Who are the three Equalizers? 

9. True or false—Adnan Al-Kaissie 
is a former Olympic champion. 

10, What does IWCCW stand for? 


(Answers on page 63) 
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"WRESTLING RATINGS 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


Champion: BOB BACKLUND 
1—KING KONG MOSCA 
2—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 
3—STAN HANSEN 
4—PEDRO MORALES 
3—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
6—KILLER KHAN 
7—GEORGE STEELE 
8—PAT PATTERSON 
9—RICK MARTEL 

10—TONY GAREA 


AMERICAN WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 


Champion: NICK BOCKWINKEL 
1—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
2—JOHN STUDD 
3—BARON VON RASCHKE 
4— CRUSHER 
5—DINO BRAVO 
6—TITO SANTANA 
7—GREG GAGNE 
8—)IM BRUNZELL 
S—JERRY LAWLER 

10—ADRIAN ADONIS 


MOST POPULAR 


1—ANDRE THE GIANT 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
3—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
4—NMIL MASCARAS 
3—BOB BACKLUND 
6—TOMMY RICH 

7—TED DiBIASE 

8—RIC FLAIR 

9—TONY ATLAS 
10—BARON VON RASCHKE 








NICK BOCKWINKEL 








IVAN KOLOFF 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
ALLIANCE 


Champion: HARLEY RACE 
1—RODDY PIPER 
2—TOMMY RICH 
3—TED DIBIASE 
4— IVAN KOLOFF 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
6—JIM GARVIN 
7—SGT. JACQUES GOULET 
8—DORY FUNK JR. 
9—RIC FLAIR 

10—LES THORNTON 


TAG TEAMS 


1—OLE & GENE ANDERSON 
2—THE MOONDOGS 


3—IJESSE VENTURA & ADRIAN ADONIS 


4—THE FABULOUS FREEBIRDS 
O—MIKE GRAHAM & STEVE KEIRN 


6—DICK MURDOCH & JUNKYARD DOG 


7—MR. FUJI & TENRYU 
8—ERNIE LADD & KILLER BROOKS 
9—THE SAMOANS 

10—MASSA FUCHI & MR. ONIETA 


MOST HATED 


1—IVAN KOLOFF 

2—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
3—SUPER DESTROYER 
4—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
O—KING KONG MOSCA 
6—HARLEY RACE 
7—MAGHIFICENT MURACO 
8—KEN PATERA 
9—ERNIE LADD 
10—BRUISER BRODIE 





WRESTLING 





TOP 10 
HULK HOGAN 
292, Venice Beach, CA 
(5) WWF World champion 




















TAG TEAMS 


RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(2) WCW World tag team champions 























RIC FLAIR THE NASTY BOYS 
243, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight: 565 pounds 
(4) WCW World champion (4) WWF World tag team champions 
LEX LUGER THE YOUNG PISTOLS 
290, Chicago. IL Cambined weight. 451 pounds 
(2] WCW U.S. champion (9) No. 1 7 U.S. tag tear tithe 
TATSUMI FUJINAMI THE LEGION OF DOOM 
23). Tokyo, Japan de weight: all rll 
(-) No. 2 flrs are WCW title (5} No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team Hile 
EL GIGANTE THE ROCKERS 
05, Argentina Cambned weight: 450 pounds 
(-)No. 3 contender: WCW title (6) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title = 
NIKITA KOLOFF THE FREEBIRDS 
275, Moscow, Russia ives ite WweighL 490 pounds 
() No, 1 contender US.ttle (3) No. 1 contenders: WCW tag team title 
SGT. SLAUGHTER THE BRUISE BROTHERS 
310, Parris tstand, SC Combined weight 541 pounds 
{3) No. 2 contender: WWF title (-) Pactfic Northwast tay team champions 
CURT HENNIG THE TEXAS HANGMEN 
235, hari MN Combined weight: 531 pounds 
(6) WWF Intercontinental champion (:) USWA tag team champions 
ERIC EMBRY OAN DAVIS & BILL DUNDEE 
Oe Lexngtan. KY ay Hoagage weight! 4%2 pounds 
USWA Southern champion (-) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag tearm title 
1 osiine . : 1 Or ORIENT EXPRESS 
260, Venice Beach, CA “ee Comet iy weight: 461 tard 
(4) No. 5 contender: WCW title Nikita Koloff contenders: WWF tag team title 
wcw WWF USWA PNW 
World Champion: World Champlon: USWA Champton: PNW Champion: 
RIC FLAIR HULK HOGAN JERRY LAWLER STEVE DOLL 
(C) 243, Minneapolis, MN (2) 292, Venice Beach, CA {1) 234, Memphis, TN (C) 237, Dallas, TX 
1—LEX LUGER 1—CURT HENNIG 1—ERIC EMBRY 1—THE EQUALIZER 
(1) 299. Chicago, IL (1) 235, Minnespons, MN (2) 240, Lexington, KY (8) 250, parts unknown 
2—-TATSUMI FUJINAM) 2=—SGT. SLAUGHTER 2—JEFF JARRETT 2—JIMMY JACK FUNK 
(-) 231, Tokyo, Japan (C) 310, Parris Island, SC (4) 200, Hendarsonville, TN (-) 243, Portland, OR 
3—EL GIGANTE 3—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 3—EDDIE GILBERT 3—DOUG MASTERS 
(3) 435, Argentina (4) 280, Queens, NY (5) 222, Lexington, TN (5) 230, Tulsa, OK 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 4—THE UNDERTAKER 4—BILL DUNDEE 4—STEVE SAWYER 
(-) 275, Moscow, Russia (5) 320, Dallas, TX (8) 214, Melboume, Aus. (2) 222, Kansas City, MO 
5—STING 5—DAVEY BOY SMITH 5—TOM PRICHARD 5—MIKE WINNER 
(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA (-) 245, Leeds, England (9) 220, Houston, TX (4) 238, Virginia City. VA 
6—BOBBY EATON 6—EARTHQUAKE 6—DAN DAVIS 6—AL MADRIL 
(8) 233, Huntsvitie, AL (-) 462, Montreal, Quebec (7) 218, Nashville, TN (10) 231. Los Angeles, CA 
7—RON SIMMONS 7—TED HiBIASE 7—TERRANCE GARVIN 7—RIP OLIVER 
(10) 260, Perry, GA () 247, Omaha, NB (:) 220, San Francisco, CA (-) 245, Tampa. FL 
8—SCOTT STEINER 8—JAKE ROBERTS 8—TERRY DANIELS B—LARRY OLIVER 
() 235, Bay City, MI (6) 246. Stone Mountain, GA (-) 223. Chariotle, NC (7) 260, Tampa, FL 
9—BIG VAN VADER 9—RODDY PIPER 9—STEVE AUSTIN 9—THE GRAPPLER 


(-) 375, Donver, CO 


10—RICK STEINER 
(-) 248, Detroit, MI 


(3) 231, Glasgov., Scotland 


10—BIG BOSSMAN 
(:) 277, Gobb County, GA 


(3) 241, Dalias, TX 


10—ROBERT FULLER 
(-) 257, Dyresburg, TN 


(9) 280, parts unknown 


10—BOBBY BLAIR 
(-) 275, Dallas, TX 





OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes 
fo our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top tite in each category; 
certain itleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings, The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler’s position in that 
category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated In that category last issue, while (C) indicates the wrestler was 

champion in that category last issue. 

















234, Momphis, TN 


Last Iseue: No. 6 Most Popular 


MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 
HULK HOGAN LH THE UNDERTAKER 
232, Vanice Beach), CA 320, Dallas, TX 
Last Issue: No. { Most Popular Laat lnsue: No. 5 Most Hated 
STING RIC FLAIR 
260, Venice Baach, CA hgh 43, epi Mage ab 
Laat Issue: No.2 Most Popular _ - st Issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
LEX LUGER EARTHQUAKE 
290, Chicago, IL 462, Montreal, Quebec 
Last Issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last Issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
EL GIGANTE SGT. SLAUGHTER 
435, Argentina 310, Pams Island, SC 
so Laat Isaue: No. 8 Most Popular _ Last sue: No. 2 Most Hated 
THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR CURT HENNIG 
280, Quoens, NY 235, fdinneanols, MN 
Last Issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last Issue: No. 4 Most Hated 
RANDY SAVAGE ERIC EMBRY. 
245, Sarasota, FL 240, Lexington, KY 
Last issue: unrated Last Issue: No. 10 Most Hated 
JERRY LAWLER BARRY WINDHAM 


263, Sweetwater, TX 
Last lasue: No. 8 Most Hated 





(1) 253, Brandon, FL 
2—STEVE WILLIAMS 

(2) 265, Norman, OK 
3—CACTUS JACK 

(4) 277, Truth or Cons., NM 
4—BRIAN BLAIR 

(3) 235, Tampa, FL 
5~—BOB ORTON 

(5) 245, Kansas City, KS 
6—BAM BAM BIGELOW 

(-) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
7—SUNNY BEACH 

(8) 240, Venice, CA 
8—CPL. KIRCHNER 

() 260, Ft. Bragg, NC 
9—COL. DeBEERS 

(-) 248, South Africa 

10—STEVE RAY 
(6) 255, Leavenworth, KS 





SCOTT STEINER ARN ANDERSON 
ree roe Sr Puce 249, Sinneapolis. MN 
7 Most Popular _ Last Issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
RODDY PIPER NIKITA KOLOFF 
235, Gh , Soottand 275, Moscow, Fil 
Last Iseue: No. 5 Most Popular Last Issise: ‘ae 
1 rick STEINER IRWIN R. SHYSTER 

245, Detrod, Mi 245, Syracuse, NY 
Last lasue: No. 10 Most Popular Laat Issue: unrated 

UWF wccw 

UWF TV Champion: IWCCW Champion: 

NONE NONE 

To be determined To be determined 

1—PAUL ORNDORFF 1—TONY ATLAS 


(3) 247, Roanore, VA 
2—KEVIN VON ERICH 

(2) 235, Denton, TX 
3—VIC STEAMBOAT 

(1) 235, Honolulu, HI 
4—TASMANIAC 

(4) 245, Tasmania 
5—BIG SWEET WILLIAMS 

(8) 310, Hollywood, CA 
6—JOE SAVOLDI 

(7) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
7—HAWAIAN HURRICANE 

(10) 270, Honolutu, Hl 
8—CHIEF THUNDER MTN. 

(9) 450, White River, SD 
9—CURLY MOE 

(8) 555, Mudville, OH 

10—SCOTT PUTSKI 
() 235, Austin, TX 


For period ended May 8, 1991 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based an the past five issues of Wresiling Clezsics 
We have examined our ratings for each of those issues-—in our Top 10 
and Tag Team caltegotes only—and assigned each position 4 point 
value: 10 points for a number-one rating, nine fot a number-two rank- 
ing, and so on down fo one point for a number-10 rating. The point 
values far ail wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, 
allowing a maximum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top live 
Onishers in each category. While our regular ratings refect the past 
monin, these cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the 
Sport 


SINGLES 

L—STING sssesssssesssnsssssenessesnesusscenecrsseroen 38 points 
2—LEX LUGER vescssessesnssssessnesetstsnsssieisncens 36. ports 
B—RIC FLAIR sectsessessiesssssseasreteneeonene 30. points 
4—ULTIMATE WARRIOR vtec 28. poarts 
B—HULK HOGAN sassssesssssnmeecstiiasescesesene 26 points 


TAG TEAMS 

1-RICK & SCOTT STEINER...0ssssssenssnee43 points 
2—THE HART FOUNDATION. .o.sssnsessesensene34 points 
S—DOOM i sesecssscssrosctacsssstarnsusransestnsrcessenovees 29, POWTES 
B—LODINASTY BOYS...scsssssusesesesssenosemene 22 points 








AWAY AWA champlon—ite vacant; 1—Tommy Jammer; 2—Steve 0; 3— 
Ricky Rice; 4—Johnny Love: 5—Lamy Cameron; 6—Buck Zumhote; 7—Greg 
Gagne; 8—Brad Rheingans; 9—Wahoo McDaniel; 10—Col. DeBeers. 


GEORGIA: Georgia All-Star champlon—Joo! Deaton; 1—Billy Black; 2— 
Steve Lawler; 3—Nick Busick; 4—Fabian; §5—Norman; 6—Chris Walker; 7— 
Festus; 8—Mike Cervich: 9—Aandy Rose; 10—Chick Donovan 


FWA: IWA champlon—Manny Fernandez; 1—Preston Steele; 2—Cal. 
DeBeers; 3—Larry Cameron; 4—Jules Strongbow; 5—Kevin Von Ench: 6— 
Ivan Kololft, 7—Derick Dukes; 8—Thunderloot Il; 3—Bob Orton; 10—Abdullan 
the Butcher. 


LPWAS LPWA champlon—Lacy X; {—Reggie Bennett; 2—Terri Power, 
3—Susan Sexton; 4—Bambi; 5—Magnificent Mimi: 6—Madusa Miceli, 7— 
Denise Storm; 8—The Beast; 8—Misty Blue Simmes; 10—Comrade Orga. 


PWA: PWA champion—Terminator Riggs; 1—Charlie Norris; 2—Tho 
Shocker, 3—Tommy Jammer, 4—Derrick Dukes; 5—Tommy Ferrara; 6—Light- 
ning Kid: 7—Jim Brunzei; 8—Randy Gust; 9—Jerry Lynn; 10—-Steve O. 


SAPW: SAPW champion—Vince Torelli; 1—Chris Chavis; 2—Paul Jones; 
3—Curis Thompson; 4—Sam Houston; 5—Tommy Seabolt 6—Ivan Koloff: 
7—Rion Garvin, 8—Ranger Ross; 3—Jackie Fulton; 10—Wahoo McDaniel 


TRI-STATE: Tri-State champion—D.C. Drake; 1—J.T. Smith; 2—Lany 
Winters; 3—Rockin’ Rebel; 4—Tony Stetson; 5—Johnny Hol Body; 6—C.N 
Redd; 7—Mr. Sandman; 8—Jimmy Jannetty; 9—Cry Baby Waldo; 10—Michael 
Bruno. 


Wrwwe: wwe champion—Carios Colon; 1—Oick Murdoch; 2—Ricky San- 
tana; 3—TNT; 4—Kirm Duk; S—Invader |; 6—Doug Gilbert, 7—Scott Hall; B— 
Rick Valentine: 8—Action Jackson; 10—Eddla Gilbert. 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 20 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
ix=ylellalemcolmr-l/Mudg=1 (ate le 


Sound offf For this edition of “Ratings Analysis,” we'll let 
our readers call the shots. We're always looking for reader 
reaction, whether it’s good or bad. On to your comments: 

{ have a question regarding your ratings system, wrote 
Chris Tumminia of Monroeville, New Jersey. In the July 1991 
issue, the number-one contender to the WWA# Intercontinen- 
tal title was Roddy Piper, who was ranked third in the WWF 
that month. But in the May 1991 issue, Piper was still the 
number-one I-C contender, but he was ranked number four 
in the WWF, How can | tell from the WWF Top 10 who are 
the World tide contenders and who are LC contenders? 

In the May 1991 issue Chris mentioned, Piper had been 
granted the majority of I-C title opportunities against Curt 
Hennig as of January 9 (the cutoff point for that issue's 

ratings), but his overaf! won- 
lost record wasn’t as good as 
those of Randy Savage, The Ul- 
timate Warrior, and Hulk Ho- 
gan, who were ranked ahead 
of him. By the July issue, Pip- 
er had captured several count- 
out victories over “Mr. Per- 
fect” and moved up two spots 
in the WWF Top 10. 
Naturally, Hennig is ranked 
at number one; the IC cham- 
pion receives that spot auto- 
matically. As for which men 
9 are contenders for the LC ti- 
Curt Hennig tle, that can usually be deter- 
mined by finding out which wrestlers are getting title oppor- 
lunities at the arenas. 

Some readers aren't too enamored with some of the sec- 
ondary categories included, on our ratings pages. 

! believe that your “Cumulative Ratings” are rather useless 
and unneeded, commented Nathan Bellinger of South Bend, 
Indiana. When | open a new issue, | study aif the ratings 
closely, but | often find that I never look at the “C ~umulative 
Ratings.” No one | know understands the purpose of them, | 
believe that if they were removed, there would be more 
space—perhaps for more agate ratings, smaller federations, 
or even Japanese ratings. 

We feel the “Cumulative Ratings” provide an overall pic- 
ture of the sport during the previous five ratings periods. 
The purpose of this section is to provide an answer to an 
often-asked question: Who are the best competitors in the 
sport? 


The section is intended as a “Top Five” in the singles and 
tag team categories that looks at the previous five issues as 
opposed to the matches that occurred over the past one 
month. It tries to provide a list of the wrestlers who are, and 
have been, truly dominant in the sport, Is this a service our 
readers appreciate? We'd like to hear more about this. 

I think it’s a waste of time printing the “Most Popular” 
and “Most Hated” ratings, wrote Jason Hart of Babylon, New 
York. I'd prefer another section devoted to some of the 
smaller leagues, or even Japan. 

On the other hand ... 

My favorite part of the ratings are the “Most Popular” and 
“Most Hated” categories, commented Bob Thomas of Salt 
Lake City, Utah. /t constantly amazes me how accurate these 
sections are. In a recent magazine, your selections and mine 
are just about the same! It seems like you really capture the 
mood of the fans, so keep up the good work. 

We'll call the Popular/Hated , 
debate a draw for now, except | 
for one final matter: Without | 
any doubt, this issue’s Most 
Hated wrestler is The Under- 
taker. The actions of this 
WWF terror drew a very heat- 
ed letter from one = adult 
reader. 

My son and | were watch- | 
ing WWF wrestling on April 
73, wrote a reader identified 
as E.N.K. of Orange, Virginia. 

We were enjoying the pro- 

gram until the incident where Jake Robert 

The Undertaker stuffed The Ultimate Warrior in that casket. | 
This was a disgraceful act, and my son was upset by this. | | 
will not allow him to waich the WWE again. | believe the 
WWE is getting ridiculous. Many wrestlers should have been | 
suspended, but what has the WWF President [Jack Tunney) 
done? Not one thing! 

We've been getting a large volume of mail about the 
Undertaker-Warrior incident, as well as Earthquake’s squish- 
ing of Jake Roberts’ snake, Damian. What’s your opinion on 
these violent incidents? Write to us and let us know. 


Let us know what you think! Have an opinion about our 
ratings, Our answers, or any of the federations? Send a letter 
to “Ratings Analysis” co Capt. Lou Albano’s Wrestling 
Classics, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. i 









If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 







In which sport did Ken Patera win an Olympic 
medal? 

1) Weightlifting 3) Gymnastics 

2) Wrestling 4) Boxing 







Who was Hulk Hogan’s first WWE manager? 
1) Fred Blassie 3) Jimmy Hart 
2) Arnold Skaaland 4) Elizabeth 











Which man was never:a member of Paul 
Ellering’s Legion of Doom?: 

1) Jake Roberts 3) King Kong Bundy 
2) Hawk 4) Buzz Sawyer 






Answer 7 consecutive wrestling trivia ” 
questions correctly and you can 


wil 


$500 












For which NFL team did Srian Pillman 
compete? 

1) Kansas City Chiefs 3) Cincinnati Bengals 
2) Los Angeles Rams —_—_ 4) Atlanta Falcons 


Gorilla Monsoon was originally billed as being 


from: 
+) Manchuria 3) New Jersey 
2) Croatia 4) Montreal 





How did you do? 
If you're up for the challenge and 
want to put your wrestling knowledge 
to work, call now.and go for the $500. 


PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 
subscription to Pro Wrestling Hlustrated 
Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 








CALL NOW 


1-900-288-SLAM 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


For This service is available on both 
hee = rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations: Call as often as you like. The contest begins March 19, 1991, and continues through March 19, 1992. There is no age 
festection to parlicipate. Kids, get your parents’ permission before callivg. The charge fcr each call is $1.49 per minute. This contest is sponsored by G.C. London 
Publishing Associates in connection with Pro Wresiling Mustrated magazine. No purchase necessary to participate. Complete rules and mail in entries ate available by 
sending a selt-addressed stamped envelope to PWi TRIVIA, P.O. Box 374, Guilford, CT 06437-0374, To win, answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions 
correctly and you automatically qualify lar tha monthly drawing for one $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-year subscriptian to Pro Wrestling 
iustrated Weekly. The cover price value of an one-year subscription to Pro Wresding iustrated Weekly is $101.40. This contest is void where prohibited by law. 








ANS WHO HAVE seen 360-pound Abdullah the 
Butcher in action during the past decade may 
not believe the photo that accompanies this article. It 
seems hard to fathom that the rotund Abdullah fans 
know today was once in moderately good condition! 
“Hey, Abdullah used to be a finely tuned athlete,” 
said Eddie Creachman, who managed the Sudanese 
madman when the 1968 photo was taken in Montre- 
al. “What | liked best about Abby was that even 
though he was one of the most savage men ever to 
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ABDULLAH 
THE BUTCHER 


get in the ring, he was always enthusiastic and ready 
to learn. He always. did whatever I told him to do.” 

Abdullah fas been following his leaders for 33 
years. He's gone through dozens of managers since 
his 1958 debut, but in reality the managers’ only 
purpose is to distract the referee while Abdullah 
carves up his foes with his wide assortment of for- 
eign objects. 

“That is true to an extent, but people continually 
underrate Abdullah as a fine wrestler,” said Gary 





In 1968, Abdullah the Butcher was almost considered slim (lop 
lett), though his elbowsmash packed plenty of force (above). 


Every issue, Wrestling Classics will examine the contrasts 
between the way a star wrestles and looks today with the way 
he wrestled and looked many years ago. Such a study offers 
keen insights into the development of specific wrestlers, and a 
unique perspective on the sport in general 


Hart, who has managed the sadistic rulebreaker on 
several occasions. “His flying elbowdrop is one of the 
most feared maneuvers any wrestler has ever come 
up with. Sure, he used to get a lot more height on it 
during his early years. But now that he's so bulky, 
the move is every bit as effective as it’s ever been. 
Let's face it: 360 pounds landing at full force is 
enough to beat just about anybody.” 

When Abdullah began his career in 1958, he actu- 
ally competed by the rules, using mainly karate and 
ju jitsu skills he had learned during years of training 
in Japan and the Sudan. It was in 1967 that Abdullah 
became the Butcher and starting using foreign ob- 
jects such as pencils, salt, and can openers against his 
opponents. 

“The sport was outraged, but Abdullah became a 
superstar almost overnight after that,” said “Tiger” 
Joe Tomasso, who managed the Butcher often in 
Canada. “He was breaking every rule ever devised, 
but he was winning. He was crippling people, too— 
Jacques Rougeau Sr., Gino Brito, and many other top 
stars were seriously injured at his hands. News of his 
dominance stared spreading around the world, and 
soon Abdullah became an international star.” 

Abdullah made his first tour of Japan in 1970, and 
his early appearances caused an immediate scandal. 
No competitor in the Orient had ever broken the 
rules so blatantly. Even a string of disqualifications 
couldn't hold Abdullah back. He was doing what he 


Tei =a ; 
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Twenty years and 100 pounds fater (bottom left), Abdullah re- 
mains one of the sport's most feared competitors (above), 


loved to do best: drawing blood from helpless 
opponents. 

Abdullah has varied his attack litte during the past 
15 years, and his increasing bulk has lifted his weight 
over the 400-pound mark on many occasions. His 
feuds against The Sheik, Carlos Colon, and Bruiser 
Brody in the ‘70s and ‘80s made history as the 
bloodiest—and wildest—ever held in pro rings. 

Perhaps the scariest thing about Abdullah is that 
he remains every bit as effective now as he was in 
1967. 

“Abby's just getting started,” warned Hart. “He has 
many quarts of blood to draw and dozens more 
bones to break before he’s through.” O 
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A pretty young fan 
agreed to pose with 
Jean Ferre to give 
you some idea of his 
&reat size. Ferre. 
Who now lives in 
Montreal, says, “I 
like this country 
very much—bui ] 
would nol trade it 
for my France.” 










STRIKES 
LIK 


LIGHT 








Bye eu, 









“He's the closest thing to a 
real, live Superman I've ever 
seen. | don't care if a guy is 
seven-feet-tall, or even if he 
weighs 500 pounds —but when 
he’s got all that size and moves 
as fast as a jaguar, too, well, 
that’s too much even for me!” 

That was what a recent vic- 
tim of the not so jolly French 
giant said after he woke up 
in the hospital... 


W HEN EDOUARD Carpentier 
gets one of his rare chances 
lo take a vacation, there’s nothing 
he enjoys as much as relurning to 
his native France and driving around 
the beautiful French countryside. 

“T jike to drive into the country. 
look at the flowers and trees. stop 
in the little villages and maybe sip a 
glass of wine in some tiny cafe,” 
Carpentier said. “The main thing is 
to relax—and forget about people 
like Killer Kowalski, Mad Dog 
Vachon and The Sheik. The last 
thing { want to think about when I'm 
on vacation is wrestling!” 

So you can imagine Carpentier’s 








surprise a few years ago when he was 
on one of his teisurely drives through 
the French countryside and discover- 
ed a wrestler! 

“It was probably the strangest 
place in the world to run into a wres- 
tler.” Carpentier laughingly cemem- 
bered. “but that's what I did. | was 
driving in the south of France, miles 
and miles from Paris, through an area 
of tiny villages and small farms. I 
was on this very small road that just 
barely had enough room for one car 
and my path was blocked by an enor- 
mous (ree lying across the road. 

“{ got out of my car to see what | 
could do but [ couldn't hope to even 


“ltl ) 























Handicap matches, in 
which Ferre takes on 
two opponents, are 
commonplace for the 
giant. Left: he keeps 
Jerry Brown and blond 
Fernand Frechette at 


{ arm's length to protect 


himself. Soon after 
picture was taken, 
Ferre knocked them 
both out by cracking 
their heads together. 
Above: Ferre helps his 
friend Ed Carpentier 
out of the ring after 

a bruising bout. 
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budge that tree. Only a giant could 
have moved that—and that’s exact- 
ly what happened! As 1 was seratch- 
ing my head wondering what to do, 
the biggest young man I have ever 
seen came walking out of the forest, 
saw my predicament, bent down and 
moved the tree off the road. And as 
if that wasn't enaugh, he came over 
to me and said ‘you're Edouard Car- 
pentier—aren't you” 

“How could he know me? | 
wondered. But he quickly explained 
by saying that he. too, was a wrestler 
und he had been a fan of mine for a 
Jong time. He wrestled in the small 
villages in the countryside but had 
never been to Paris. 

“T knew that with the proper train- 
ing he could be a great one. He was 
so big—and strong enough to move 
that ree! We went to a cafe. talked 
for a while and | told him the name of 
aman (o see in Paris if he ever want- 
ed to become a professional wrestler. 
He thanked me very much and I 
thought it would be the last I'd ever 
hear from him. Little did ] know then 
he would someday be my tag-team 
partner!” 

The giant Carpentier found is 
Jean Ferre (pronounced Feh-ray) 
and it was true, he had wrestled as an 
amateur in and around the tiny vil- 
lages of southern France. But since 
his family was poor, he spent most 
of his time in the woods. Even as a 
youngster, Jean Ferre, who stands 
more than seven-feet-tall, was enor- 
mous and the school children made 
fun of him. 

“Finally my parents moved to Par- 
is.” Ferre remembered. “and the 
first thing I did was take lessons in 
boxing. karate and wrestling. I liked 
wrestling best of all, so when J 
thought | was zood enough, I went 
to see the man Mr. Carpentier told 
me about.” 

When Ferre walked into the office 
of French promoter Guy Gauvin— 
Gauvin thought there had been a 
blackout. 

“T looked up and he blocked out 
all the lights.” Gauvin recalled. “He 
told me he wanted to be a profession- 
al wrestler and that Edouard Carpen- 
tier said [ was the man he should see. 
[ didn’t think anybody that big could 
have any kind of eoordination—but 
when ! put him into the ring to work 
out against one of our local boys | 
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got the surprise of my life.” 

What surprised Gauvin were the 
collection of moves the big man pos- 
sessed. The first thing he did was 
floor his opponent with a flying drop- 
kick. He had the agility of a Carpen- 
der with the strength of an ox. 

The workout lasted anly five min- 
utes. Gauvin had seen enough. 

“Atfirst | wrestled as an amateur.” 
Ferre said, “but [ turned pro on my 
20th birthday and began wrestling 
all over Europe. Finally, I had trou- 
ble getting opponents. so I went to 
Africa and finally Japan. As far as | 
was concerned, | was still learning. 
] wanted only one thing—to become 
good enough to wrestle alongside my 
ido!, Edouard Carpentier.” 

When Ferre felt he was pood 
enough, he planned to come to the 
United States, but he found out Car: 
pentier was doing mast of his wres- 
ding in Montreal. So Jean called the 
Montreal promoter, told him the 
story and asked to be put in a bout 
as Edouard’s tag-team partner. The 
promoter agreed. 

“T went into the promoter's office 





Left: After he slipped and 

fell, Ferre was clamped in an 
armlock by The Professional, 
But the giant easily broke 

the hold. Above: Ferre sends 
Butcher Vachon flying by using 
his back as a catapult. 


one day to find out who I‘d be wres- 
ting the following week.” Carpentier 
said. “and he told me I was in a tag- 
team match and that my partner was 
au new man named Jean Ferre. The 
name sounded familiar but | couldn't 
place it. [ didn't think any more 
about icuntil the night of the bout— 
in the dressing room.” 

“[ walked into the dressing room 
and Edouard was putting on his 
boots.” Ferre said. “He didn't see 
me. ‘Hello. Mr. Carpentier. I said. 
He looked up and | thought he was 
going 10 fall off the bench. ‘So you're 
Jean Ferre, he said. ‘Now | remem- 
ber. I'm glad you took my advice.” 

Although Curpentier was. thrilled 
to see the young man he'd metin the 
French countryside, he sull wasn't 
sure if he could wresde. It didn't 
take Ed Jong to find out. 

The crowd gasped when it saw 
Carpentier’s new partner. He was 
more than seven-feet-tall and weigh- 
ed 390 pounds! But when the match 
was over, it wasn’t Ferre’s size or 
strength the crowd buzzed about, 
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Ted DiBiase locks Hussein Arab in an 
abdominal stretch. We demand DiBiase 
be given back his North American title. 
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IKE ANY OTHER field where 
humans tread, wrestling is 
afflicted with injustices. In their 
own way. they outrage 
participants as much as 
spiraling inflation or gas lines. 
Culprits are sought and 





punishment demanded. Some- 
times we can do something 
about it. Other times, we are 
powerless, helpless to effect any 
positive changes. 

We can demand changes. We 
can demand that injustices be 
rectified and the innocent be 
made whole. Thus, this month 
we ask the World Wrestling 


TED DIBIASE 
MUST BE 
NORTH 


GIVE 
AME 





Federation to redress a horrible 
inbalance. 

Ted DiBiase must be given the 
North American title. Now! 

Let us recollect the night- 
marish train of events which led 
to DiBiase’s loss of the title. The 
handsome young scientific 
wrestler headed east with 
bouquets of accomplishment 
and the beautific scent of 
promise. A major title loomed on 
the horizon. DiBiase disappointed 
no one. 


Pat Patterson attacks DiBiase before the 
bell (above) and went on to win the title 
with the aid of brass knuckles. Tec holds 
Hussein in an armbar (below). 








Quickly, he captured the North 
American title, a monumental 


achievement for one so young. [i W-YoM B)|=}F-ti-Mmel als) avalcve malt (oladimeeViil-lalersia 


Rumors circulated that he would 
soon challenge Bob Backlund for  MLsaepheMm ect MLC Coll ol Cla [a ata ColaColg 


the WWE title. Never has one FT aXe | glory of the title. But then it was taken 


federation held two such away from him by a madman with brass 
inMenemenmmes Knuckles, who degraded the belt and cast it 
struck swiftly and repeatedly. It aside. Itis time to _ return the belt to its 


was a bloody, treacherous rightful yA . owner 
assault. When all was over, 
Patterson was the North 
American champion. He used 
every devious trick one creature 
can use on 4 human being. Butit 
was the infamous brass 
knuckles which ted to DiBiase’s 
demise. 

Yes, those sordid, loathsome 
brass knuckles. That is no way 
for a champion to act. Yet that is 
how Patterson claimed victory. 

Later, Patterson used those 
very same brass knuckles on 
other opponents, notably, Bob 
Backlund. But that’s another 
story, another tale of woe. 

Recently, Patterson further 
soiled the title by turning his 
back on the championship and 

(Continued on page 56) 





HOW GREG GAGNE AND 
CURT HENNIG 
ARE PAYING 
FOR THEIR 
FATHERS’ 
| 





OR MANY YEARS, Larry 

Hennig and Verne Gagne were 
the two main powers in the AWA. 
Gagne was a ninetime World 
champion from 1960 through 1981, 
and for much of that time his main 
challenger was Hennig, a vicious 
rulebreaker who hated—and_ en- 
vied—Gagne. Hennig was never 
able to win the World title (he did 
capture the AWA World tag team 
litle four times), but he managed to 
injure Gagne several times. 

Those days are over. Hennig and 
Gagne are much older now, far be- 
yond the peak of their wrestling 
abilities. It's been several years 
since they’ve wrestled competitive- 
ly. When they left the ring for the 
final time, both men left behind 
outstanding careers. 

It's sad, then, and very unfortu- 
nate, that some people can't put the 
past behind them. One would think 
Gagne and Hennig could fondly 
look back on their careers with jus- 
tifiable pride. But as they grow old- 
er, Hennig and Gagne grow more 








my 


Greg Gagne delivers a sensational flying dropkick to Curt Hennig's head during thelr AWA 


World title match on Thanksgiving Day. Hennig retained the championship, thanks to the 


interference of his father, Lary. 


A fabulous feud between AWA World champion Curt 
Hennig and top challenger Greg Gagne has been tainted by 
the interference of their famous fathers. Verne Gagne and 
Larry Hennig think they’re helping their sons, but in reality 
they’re hurting them beyond repair! 





bitter. And this bitterness has affect- 
ed their sons, Curt Hennig and 
Greg Gagne. 

Curt, a brilliant scientific wrestler 
and former tag team partner with 
Greg, did what his father never 
could last May when he defeated 
Nick Bockwinkel for the World title. 
Ironically, the modern-day version 
of the Gagne-Hennig feud now 
takes place in a role reversal: 
Hennig is the champion, Gagne the 
top challenger. 

By any measure, this is an out- 
standing feud. As former partners, 
Gagne and Hennig know each oth- 
er's moves perfectly. And although 
they are both outstanding scientific 


Photos by Bruce Kreitzman 





between these two outstanding scientific 
wrestlers has been marred by their fathers' 
interference. 


wrestlers, Hennig has adopted a 
rulebreaking style since he took on 
Larry Zbyszko as his adviser last 
year (Zbyszko has since moved on 
to the NWA). Gagne, appalled by 
Hennig’s sudden change, vowed to 
teach Curt a lesson. Hennig snick- 
ered at Gagne and insisted that he 
doesn't have what it takes to win 
the World championship. 

Yet there is a darker side to this 
war. Larry Hennig and Verne 
Gagne refuse to sit back and watch 
their sons wrestle. Instead of letting 
Curt and Greg write a new chapter 
in the Hennig-Gagne family feud, 
they insist on joining in. The fathers 

(Continued on page 67) 
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OUNG JEFF JARRETT stood 

in his comer of the ring wait- 
ing for the match to begin. 
Dressed in skin-tight two-colored 
spandex pants, matching wrestling 
boots, and a fancy sequined V- 
neck jacket, his blond hair owing 





OUT OF 





JEFF JARRETT! 


we 








down to his shoulders, Jarrett hard- 
ly looked like he was about to 
contend for the AWA World 
heavyweight championship. 
“When I saw what he was wear- 
ing,” said World champion Curt 
Hennig, “I pinched myself, think- 





ing I was dreaming. Here’s this 
guy about to wrestle the biggest 
match of his life and he looks like 
he just spent the moming in the 
beauty parlor and the afternoon 
getting fitted for clothes by 
Liberace’s tailor! I almost couldn't 


Mid-America champion Jeff Jarrett is one of the up-and- 
coming stars of professional wrestling. But his match against 
AWA World champion Curt Hennig, showed that he still has 
some learning—and toughening up—ahead before he enjoys 
full success 


Photos by Sam Lowe 





Jeff Jarrett, the Mid-America champlon, flips 
AWA World champion Curt Hennig (above), 
who comes back with a leglock (top) and a 
chintock (right). Hennig believes that Jarrett 
could be a good wrestler someday, but only 
if he toughens himself up and leams to use 
the rules to his advantage. 


wrestle, I wanted to laugh so hard. 
Here I am, ready to defend my 
belt, and there’s a man dressed 
like a woman standing on the oth- 
er side of the ring. 

“And you know what?” added 
Hennig. “As it turns out, the boy’s 
not a bad wrestler. His style re- 
minds me a little of myself before I 
tumed the corer to greatness. 
The problem is that Jarrett's just 
that: a litle boy. The promoter’s 
son is nothing more than daddy's 
litle boy. Jemy Jarrett couldn’t 
tough it out, and neither can his 
son. That's another difference be- 
tween me and Jarett: My father 
was a real man.” 

Hennig was being arrogant as 
usual, but there was some truth to 
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what he said. Jeff Jarrett, the Mid- 
Amenca heavyweight champion, 
is a fine scientific wrestler and an 
up-and-coming star, but he’s only 
200 pounds; compared to the 235- 
pound Hennig (who is not a giant 
by any means!), Jarrett does look 
like a litde boy. His style of dress 
might drive the female fans wild, 
but it does nothing to intimidate a 
formidable opponent such as 
Hennig. And not only does Jarrett 
lack the looks of a killer, he lacks 
the killer instinct. 

“Nothing, an absolute zero in 
the guts department,” said Hennig. 
“He desperately needs somebody 
to whip him into shape and teach 
him a lesson. I think I can make a 
man out of Jarrett, but first he’s 





gonna have to endure some pun- 
ishment in the ring. It takes a few 
battle scars to get that fire in your 
eyes.” 

Hennig was admittedly im- 
pressed with certain aspects of 
Jarrett's repertoire during their Oc- 
tober 5 match at Memptus’ Mid- 
South Coliseum. Jarrett had Hennig 
on the mn following a series of 
armdrags and takedowns; he even 
had the World champion flat on 
the mat for a pin at one point but 
cowldn’t get the three-count. 

Experience, guts, and a willing- 
ness to stretch the miles in his fa- 
vor finally tumed the match for 
Hennig. Not afraid to use a 
chokehold or two, and more than 
willing to hurt his rival, Hennig 4- 


nally scored the pin by illegally 
grabbing onto Jarrett's trunks 
when the referee wasn't looking. 
‘Just a little improvising,” Hennig 
cracked afterward. 

Jarrett was satished with his per- 
formance and thought he could 
have beaten Hennig. ‘] was just 
this much away from beating him 
tonight,” said Jarrett, holding his 
thumb and index finger a fraction 
of an inch apart. “I don’t think 
you're gonna find too many guys 
who won the title in their first at- 


tempt—let’s face it, it took Hennig 
months before he could beat Nick 
Bockwinkel—so I'm not discour- 
aged. I'm gonna keep on trying.” 

But will he keep on shaking 
hands with-his opponent before a 
match? Will he continue to rely on 
his scientific ability without mixing 
in some of the brawling tech- 
niques so necessary for success in 
professional wrestling? These 
techniques might work against 
some of the lesser lights in the 
Mid-Southem area, but they don’t 
quite cut it against a world 
champion. 

“You know, I was the same way 
once,” admitted Hennig. “I knew 
all these scientific moves and I 
could execute them perfectly, but 








Jarrett goes for the cover (above), the closest he would come to pinning Hennig that night. 
Hennig flips Jarrett to the mat (bottom left) and gets the pin (below), which he accom- 


plished by grabbing Jarrett’s tights. 


I never broke the niles and I nev- 
er resorted to what they call 
punching and kicking. I had this 
wimp of a teammate, Greg Gagne, 
who felt the same way and it got 
me nowhere. People used to 
come up to me and say, ‘Curt, 
your father was one of the tough- 
est men in wrestling history. What 
happened to you?’ Meanwhile, 
there I was geting all these 
matches against Bockwinkel for 
the title but never breaking a sin- 
gle rule or really trying to tear 
apart an opponent. 

‘Let me tell you this,” Hennig 
continued. “In pro wrestling, your 
opponent will tear you apart if you 
give him the chance. This is a bru- 
tal sport, not the sweet science 
you reporters pretend it to be, and 
you just have to get down in the 
trenches once in a while and slug 
it out. The men in this sport are 
big and strong; these amateur 
wrestling moves don’t always cut 
it. Fortunately, I had my father and 
Larry Zbyszko to show me the 
way. 

“The thing is, I'm not sure who’s 
gonna show Jarrett the way,” he 
said. “He has this self-righteous at- 
titude, undoubtedly brought on by 
his daddy, and I wouldn’t be swr- 
prised if he’s only getting these 
title shots because of his daddy. A 
guy like Jarrett never wears you 
down; and you always have to be 
in just the right position for him to 
execute his moves. He should 
bulk up, start lifting some weights, 
maybe leam how to throw a 





ing the mllebook so he knows 
what he can get away with. 

“Maybe I taught him a lesson 
tonight. Can you believe he tied 
to shake hands with me before the 
match? I was gonna twist his hand 
off, but I decided to give him a 
break. But he’s not gonna get too 
many more breaks, There isn't 
much room in this sport for a 200- 
pound amateur wrestler. What I 
say is the truth because I speak 
from experience.” 

Experience that Jeff Jarrett sorely 
needs. O 
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closed-fist punch, and start study- R 
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‘WHY THEY 
ARE INSEPARABLE 


They descended on wrestling like three terrible birds of 
prey, picking apart the flesh of those unfortunate 
wrestlers against whom they battled. This is the story of 
the tightest-knit clan in all of sports. They are more than 
relatives, more than brothers. They are Freebirds 
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HEY CALL THEMSELVES 
T; wrestling brotherhood. If 
The Freebirds are a brother- 
hood, it’s because they belong to 
a very strong corporate family. 

This nonsense about brother- 
hood is a clever smokescreen to 
hide the true nature of The 
Freebirds. They know that what 
they are doing is legally 
questionable. Their cunning 
tells them to draw as much 
attention away from the truth 
as possible. 

In actuality, The Freebirds 
are a corporation. By forming 
this corporation, the three men 
are a single entity. When the 
team is signed to wrestle as a tag 
team, any two of three are 
permitted to battle. As everyone 
knows, this keeps opponents 
off-balance, not allowing them 
to prepare effectively for the 
match. This also allows three 
wrestlers to be present every 
time The Freebirds appear. 

Whether The Freebirds can 
legally be a trio tag team will 
someday be decided in the 
courts. As for now, it doesn’t sit 
too well with other tag teams 
and various commissions. 
Many people believe the 
wrestling authorities have the 
power to ban The Freebirds. 
The last thing this clever team 
wants is to go against the 
commissioners. Instead, they 
want to distract everyone from 
the truth by spewing as much 
nonsense as possible. 

“We're a_ brotherhood,” 
Michael Hayes announces, 
“three men who act as one. The 
bonds between us are thicker 
than blood. The Freebirds is 
almost a religion. We would 
gladly die for each other. It is 
this incredible bond that 
nothing can break. We are one 
person with three bodies. To 

(Continued on page 58) 





A double-team effort by Terry Gordy and Buddy Roberts (above), as Roberts holds the 
hapless foe and Gordy clobbers him with a Georgia championship tag team belt. Team 
captain Michael Hayes in a rare wrestling appearance (below), locking up former NWA 
champion Jack Brisco. 
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Two great grapplers 
have fallen before 
Stan Hansen’s 
“lariat.” Is there a 
way to stop him 
before he cripples 
again? 


HE RAGING HOWLS of Ivan 

Putski filled the arena. The 
Polish mat star’s face wasa mask of 
agony as his powerful body writhed 
on the canvas. This man would not 
be able to leave the arena on his 
own. 

Men with a stretcher were about 
to enter when they were stopped by 
Billy White Wolf and Chief Jay 
Strongbow. 

“The man's too proud,’ Strong- 
bow said, “‘to be carried out on a 
stretcher. Let us get him. He 
deserves to be helped by friends.” 

The stretcher was put down while 
Putski's friends went to his aid. 
Gently, they lifted their injured 
friend. Their faces clouded when 
they realized how helplessly weak 
Ivan was, how totally dependant he 
was upon them. Slowly, ever so 
carefully, they lifted him out of the 
ring and toward the dressing room. 

Fans were silent as they watched 
Putski being carried away. Those 
close enough to see lvan’s eyes 
were forced to turn away. His eyes 
revealed the terror at being so weak, 
the anguish at failing so completely. 
To stare at Putski was to feel more 
pitty than a human being could 
stand. 

When the doctor examined Ivan, 
he shook his head and called for the 


TAN HANSEN 
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Even though Ivan Putski had the jump on Stan Hansen before the bout 
officially began. Hansen quickh: reversed things and went to work. 

He pounded the lovable Polish star until poor Ivan was ready to be- 
come another victim of the dreaded Hansen terror hold, “The Lariat.” 


ambulance. The physician could 
have treated the deep gashes on 
Ilvan’s scalp, but the wrestler’s back 
would require X-rays and tests. The 
symptoms could have meant a 
broken back. It was the second time 
in recent weeks these symptoms 
had been present. The first time it 


PHOTOS BY GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


had been for Bruno Sammartino. 
In fact, it was Bruno’s injury, a 
cracked vertebrae, which had led 
Ivan to this match. He had hoped to 
avenge Bruno by defeating the 
champion’s attacker, Stan Hansen. 
Instead, Ivan too was a victim of 


(Continued on page 64) 
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Rick Flair struts around the 
ring wearing a championship 
belt as tf he was born with it 
(above). This style and love 

of pomp is only one reason why 
Flair is nvore and more often 


being compared to Buddy Rogers. 


IS RICK FLAIR 








COMING OF BU 


The immortal Buddy Rogers is 
best remembered by fans as a 
fabulous champion and “a man 
they laved to hate.” People 
feel the same way about Rick! 





“p UT LOU THESZ, Verne 
Gagne, Strangler Lewis, and 
Dory Funk Sr. together and you still 
don’t have enough to equal me! 

“I'm gonna make everyone forget all 
about Buddy Rogers. One day they'll 
compare him with me!” 

The above statements are those of 
25-year-old rookie star “Nature Boy” 
Rick Flair. The youngster is said by 
many experts to be “the second coming 
of Buddy Rogers.” His style is similar, 
and he even looks like Buddy. 

“When I first started wrestling, 
many pcople mentioned | resembled 
Buddy Rogers. | remember Buddy 
Rogers. He was great. So one day J just 
decided to cal] myself ‘Nature Boy’ in 
the Rogers’ tradition. And my other 
reason is that as perfect as 1 am, only 
Mother Nature could have created me. 
I don't think she missed a stroke when 
she put me together!" 

Flair started his career in the 
American Wrestling Association 
areas. There, he watched superstars 


like Verne Gagne and Billy Robinson, 


-gaining a good knowledge of the best 


techniques of wrestling. Then one day, 
he met Rip Hawk in N.W.A. territory. 

“He was a fine wrestler,” Hawk 
recalls, “but he wasn't rough enough. 
So | talked him into letting me work 
with him for awhile. Well, { changed 
his whole style and attitude. J let him 
know that it’s either kill or be killed. 
Now I feel ] was in on the makings of a 
real superstar. This kid will be 
champion one of these days. He's got 
all it takes.” 

Flair stayed with Hawk for quite 
sometime, learning all he could about 
roughhouse moves. He even added 
Buddy Roger's strut to his repertoire. 
And now it was Gime for Flair to go on 
his own. 

“LT really appreciated what Hawk did 
for me,” says Rick. “but it was the right 
ume to move on. | outgrew his leader- 
ship. As much as | enjoyed teaming 
with Hawk, I wanted to concentrate on 
single matches.” 





forgotten as 


) being a winner! 


THE SECOND 


Against Paul 
Jones (left) and 
Wahoo McDaniel 
(right), Rick 
shows that his 
clowning and 
peacock ego are 


soon as the 
bell rings! In 

a match, Flair 
becomes a very 
dangerous and 
accomplished 
athlete. Legal 
and iHepal 
tactics are one 
to him—all he 
cares about is 








DDY ROGERS? 


Fans are already comparing Rick Flair to Buddy Rogers, 
one of the greatest compliments any wrestler can re- 


ceive. But does 
praise? 


Even though Rick hasa large ego, he 
doesn't think he's unbeatable—yet. 

“In about six months I will be,” he 
boasts. “Right now there is always a 
possibility of losing. I don’t really 
anticipate it. But wait until you see me 
about a half a year from now. Man, 
there will be no stopping me.” 

Does Rick think he's ready for a 
shot at the world wtle? 

“I want to wrestle Jack Brisco very 
much,” he admits. “I'm not knocking 
Brisco---the man has a tough schedule 
to keep—but I do think he has been 
avoiding me.” 

Rick is on the road to deserving that 
title shot. He's held the Mid-Atlantic 
television tile and, as of this writing, 
he holds the Mid-Atlantic heavy- 


this young man deserve such high 


Rick invites 

the bloody and 
bandaged Wahoo 
Me Daniel to 
keep coming and 
continue their 
hectic brawl. 

Few men would 
dare to taunt 

the powerful 
Wahoo when he's 
enraged; Rick 
thinks nothing 
of it! It's 

this kind of 
vrazy courage 
which attracts 
thousands of 
loyal fans to 

see Rick Flair. 








Above: Rick couldn't care less that his stomping of Paul Jones 
could cause his victim to suffer a shoulder separation or finish 
Paul's career entirely. Flatr sees his opponents only as stepping 
Stones 10 the championship. Below: Rick lets out a scream as he 
attacks the fallen Paul Jones. Jones didn't ask for mercy—it 
would have been a waste of time if he did! In his many bouts, 








Rick has never once shown compassion for an injured opponent. 





Doug Gilbert raises Rick’s arm 
in victory. “Rick will be the 
champion in a year,” says Doug. 


weight title, one he won from Wahoo 
McDaniel. ; 

“Everyone called both my title 
victories ‘controversial,’ “ claims Flair. 
“The only controversy is that I beat 
guys who everyone thought I couldn't 
beat. My victosies were fair and 
square. I guess you could call me ‘fair 
and square Flair!’ ~ 

It was rumored Flair was related to 
Dusty Rhodes. But Rick cuts that 
rumor down—fast. 

“He wishes he was related to mre!” 
Rick exclaims. “I’ve heard he'd been 
imitating my styles and even trying to 
copy the outfits | wear when I come 
into the ring. Man, he’s got to be 
jealous. Real jealous!" 

There is one thing he doaes-have in 
common with Rhodes, though. Believe 
it or not, Rick has a legion of fans! 

“They hate me, but they love me,” 
he'll tell you. “They hate me for what | 
represent, but they love me because 
they know everything I say about 
myself isthe truth. And they can’t deny 
when they look into their hearts and 
souls, they're secing the greatest 
wrestler alive today!” 

Rick also aspires to be a film star. 

“I'd like to fit that into my 
schedule,” he says. “I’m the 260 pound 
Robert Redford. The girls would line 
up in the streets just to get a glimpse 
of me at a premiere. They'd try to lear 
my clothes off. I’m irresistible.” 

Look for many of Rick. Flair’s 
boasts to come true. There has not 
been such a talented wrestling rookie 
in years. And he may yet wind up 
where Buddy Rogers did—holding the 
world tite and becoming one of 
wrestling’s select immortals! oO 














CLASSIC ACTION: NOVEMBER 1979 
Ric Flair jolts Buddy Rogers with an elbowsmash in a 
battle of the “Nature Boys’ in Virginia. The match took 
place 18 years after the first of Rogers’ two world title 
reigns and two years before the first of Flair's seven. 
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* CLASSIC ACTION: AUGUST 1980 

Hulk Hogan drew the ire of the fans with 
his treatment of Andre the Giant. Years 
later, the roles of these two ‘behemoths 
would be reversed. 
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HE STEWARDESS HAD 

to get out the seatbelt 
extension. To herselt, she 
cursed the man who would 
make her job an ordeal. It was 
hard enough to keep people in 
their seats during a regular 
flight. With a celebrity like Hulk 
Hogan, passengers would be 
walking through the aisles all 
through the flight. 

The stewardess need not have 
worried. Not a soul approached 
Hogan. The black scowl clouding 
his face kept everyone at a 
distance. During the flight, he 
spoke to no one and no one 
spoke to him. 
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Hulk Hogan seems to be ignoring his 
manager, Fred Blasste, before a 
match in New York (above). In a 
surprise move, Hogan signed to 
wrestle Jerry Lawler in Memphis 
(below left and right). 


A, 


HAS THEIR 
PARTNERSHIP 
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“Memphis,” Hogan cursed, 
“first of many Stops. |’m my own 
man now, and no one tells me 
what to do. 

Everyone who heard Hogan 
muttering under his breath 
knew better than to ask for an 
explanation. It was a good bet 
Freddie Blassie was saying 
something similar about Hogan 
right at that very moment. None 
of the passengers wanted 
Hogan to mistake them for 
Blassie. As one passenger 
remarked, “I'd really like his 
autograph. But | don’t want 
Hogan taking his anger out 
on mel” 





Not too long ago, the partnership of Fred Blassie and Hulk 


Hogan appeared 


indestructible. 


Blassie has the brains, 


experience, and contacts. Hogan had the size, the strength, the 
youth, and good looks. Together their ambitions welded and 
became one, focused on the WWF title of Bob Backlund. Now, 
it may have all come undone 
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Hogan wasted little time in signing a contract with Jimmy Hart for his Memphis 





appearances. Hart wasted little time in putting Hogan in the ring against the 


man he hates most, Jerry Lawler. 

When Hogan arrived in 
Memphis, he took a cab to the 
arena. He wanted to inspect the 
premises when no one else was 
around, His manager, Blassie, 
usually does that for him. This 
time, Hogan was on his own. He 
had to take care of things 
for himself. 

After the inspection was over, 
and everything was to Hulk’s 
liking, he checked in with the 
promoter. The first thing the 
man asked was ‘Where's 
Blassie?"” The next thing he 
asked was “Why'd you kick my 
wastebasket across the room?” 

“Blassie isn’t my shadow!” 
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Hogan snapped. “I do things on 
my own. The only person who 
looks after me is me. I'm tired of 
paying a man to stab me in the 
back. Blassie has a contract to 
manage me in the WWF. That's 
all he has.” 


“You sure?” the promoter 
asked. “| don't want to get 
involved in some contract 


dispute.” 

“Don't worry. Blassie doesn't 
give a damn about me, anyway. 
After all I've done for him, he 
never got me one lousy title 
match in Madison Square 
Garden. Stan Hansen, his other 
boy, has a lease on the place. | 





Hogan uses his tremendous height 
and strength advantage to lift Lawler 
into the air and throw him clear 
across the ring. 


can’t Stand to see Blassie and 
Hansen one more time. That's 
why t took this match,” 

“Do me a favor,” the promoter 
asked timidly, “let Jimmy Hart 
manage you tonight. He's 
looking for a wrestler to beat 
Jerry Lawler. There’s a healthy 
bounty for the guy who does it. 
You hook up with Hart and the 
bounty iS yours.” 

Hogan sat silent for a while. 
“When you signed me,” he 
wanted to know, ‘‘did you figure 
I'd come with Blassie?” 

“No,” the promoter admitted, 
“| figured you two weren't 
seeing eye to eye. | also figured 
you and Hart would be good for 
each other. If you're good for 
each other, you'll be good for 
Memphis wrestling.” 

Hogan sat silently again. “‘It’s 
a deal. Where do! find Hart? And 
| want the promise of a bounty 
in writing.” 

An hour later, Hart and Hogan 
were signing their contract. 
Hogan smiled, realizing how 
much he wanted to be on his 
own. Still, a man has to be 
willing to compromise if it will 





Lawler had some important factors working in his favor: he has a tremendous 
knowledge of his sport and he has the loyal backing of the Memphis fans. He 
also has as much guts as any manin the sport. He had the courage and fortitude 
to battle back after taking a tremendous beating from Hogan and Hart while 
the referee was unconscious. 


bring him glory. 

The night of the match, Hogan 
was standing tall in his corner, 
revelling in the crowd's boos. By 
his side stood Jimmy Hart, a 
cunning smirk etched upon his 
lips. Across from them stood 
Jerry Lawler, the man Hart 
hates most. The match was 
about to begin. 

The bell rang. Hart stood just 
outside the ring while the two 
warriors locked in battle. 
Throughout most of the brawl, 
neither man could gain a 
legitimate advantage. In this 
kind of situation, Hogan resorts 
to dirty tricks. True to form, he 


smashed Lawler 
referee. 

Jerry and the official sprawled 
on the canvas. Hogan then tried 
a legdive, his most fearsome 
maneuver, on Lawler. At the 
last instant, Lawler rolled away 
and Hogan crashed to the 
canvas. Hart saw this and 
sprang into action. 

Lawler just started pounding 
Hogan when he felt a cane crack 
across his back. He collapsed 
and then felt the wrath of Hogan 
and Hart. Who knows how long 
the battering might have 
continued if the referee hadn't 
luckily recovered. Seeing the 


into the 


illegal double-teaming, the 
referee immediately disqualified 
Hogan, awarding the match 
to Lawler. 

Lawler wasn't finished, 
though. He grabbed the broken 
cane and started getting a little 
revenge of his own. Hogan and 
Hart fled to the dressing room, 
but not before they felt the cane 
batter them a bit. 

Afterwards, Hogan and Hart 
went out to celebrate. They 
wouldn't say what caused the 
celebration. However, one can 
guess that back in New York 
Freddie Blassie could have been 
a lot happier. Oo 
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Shane Douglas 
& Humongous 


| "OR THE PAST three years, 
Humongous has been the ob- 
ject of intense. hatred—and fear. 

Ever since making his debut in 
the Mid-South area in 1986, this 
massive 6'8", 318-pound grappler 
has embarked upon a trek of ter- 
ror throughout the wrestling world, 
crippling opponent after opponent 
in the most brutal ways possible. 

For as long as Humongous has 
been a professional wrestler, fans 
and officials have called for him to 
be suspended or even banned 
from the sport—and with good 
reason. His frequent use of a hock- 
ey goalie’s mask during his bouts 
has bloodied and bruised hun- 
dreds of opponents. Until just a 
few months ago, this silent sadist 
was still running rampant through 
the Continental area. 

But umes have changed, and so 
has Humongous. Not only has he 
stopped intentionally trying to in- 
jure his opponents, but he’s actual- 
ly become one of the most popu- 


Humongous caries his Injured’ friend, 
Shane Douglas, away 
from the ring. 





































Humongous presses a terrified Private Mark Pyle over his head (above left), and easily tosses Pyle to the 
mat (above right), Once one of the most feared men in wrestling, Humongous has now formed an 
extremely popular tag team with Douglas, his childhood friend. 


This odd tale of how the mild-mannered Shane Douglas and 
the beast-man Humongous became close friends may 
surprise and shock you—but it will also warm your heart! 


lar men in the CWFI! The fans can 
thank scientific star Shane Douglas 
for this startling transformation. 
“Even I’m having a hard time 
believing all that’s happened over 
the last few months,” said Douglas 
after he and Humongous captured 
the Continental tag team champi- 
onship from DI. Bob Carter and 
Private Mark Pyle on July 18 in Bir- 
mingham, Alabama. ‘When I 
came to Continental from the 
NWA, I was all alone and didn't 
really know what to expect. Now 
I'm a tag champion with a frend 
I'd thought I'd lost forever. Things 
just can’t get any better than this.” 
The strange tale of Douglas and 
Humongous began in late May, 


when Humongous was still man- 
aged by the infamous Downtown 
Bruno. Humongous did Bruno's 
bidding without question as he un- 
leashed his sadistic brand of terror 
on every opponent who crossed 
his path. 

“Humongous was a confused 
man,’ said Douglas. "The fans hat- 
ed him because of his bnutality, 
but he couldn’t understand why. It 
was all he knew how to do. He 
did everything Bruno told him to 
because he was desperate for a 
friend.” 

Humongous’ desperation ended 
in early June. He had finished sav- 
aging an opponent when he was 
making his way back to the dress- 


ing room after a match in Ala- 
bama. At the same time, Douglas 
was leaving the locker room area 
to make his first Continental 
appearance. 

“Tl knew who he was,” said the 
223-pound Douglas, one of the 
most talented pure wrestlers in the 
sport. “He remembered me, too. 
You see, we were childhood 
friends when I was growing up in 
Pittsburgh. I know all about him, 
and I know why he wears the 
hockey mask. When we saw each 
other, we immediately hugged 
each other, but then Bruno or- 
dered him to go to the locker 
room. It wasn’t long before Bruno 
got what was coming to him.” 

(Continued on page 50) 
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OOR BARRY WINDHAM. 

He honestly believed he could 
outsmart NWA champion Harley 
Race. 

“Ridiculous.” said Race. 

Young Windham wanted the 
world title. He wanted the tide real 
bad. When Florida promoters 
offered the rising voung star a shot 
at the NWA championship, his 
reaction was immediate. 

“Yes, ves. ves.” said Windhant. 

As usual, Race accepted the 
challenger with boredom and snide 
disinterest. 

“| had to think a while before 
recalling who the guy was,” said 
Race. “You don't think I can 
clutter nw head with the names of 
all the stiffs lucky enough to get on 
the top 10 list. do you? 

“| got better things to do than 
bother with that. Besides, by the 
time [ can remember the stiffs 
name, thevre usually zone and 
long-forgotten. You don’t see too 
many prelim) bums hanging on for 
long.” said Race. 

No matter what or how Race 
describes Windham, it is both 
inaccurate and unfair to 
characterize the handsome 
voungster as a “prelim bum.” 

Windham has. in- his brief 
wrestling career. demonstrated an 
uncommong capacity to maintain 
poise and translate his vast 
ambitions into concrete results. 

“[ never respected puys who just 
shoot off their mouths and 
couldn't deliver or back up their 
words.” said Windham. “Il know 
what | gotta do to achieve what | 
want to achieve. And I know I can 
whip Race from one end of the 
NWA to the other.” 

Harley Race’s response to this 


pre-match threat? 
“Hah.” 


As the match progressed 
through its early stages, it did 
appear Windham would make 


good on his predictions. At the 





opening bell, Windham charged 
forward and attacked Race with 
reckless fury. 
“Twas psyched,” said Windham. 
Windham seized control, 
bouncing the champ from ringpost 


Harley Race stoops to one knee allowing an onrushing Barry Windham to collide 


heavily with referee Scrappy McGowan. Windham, who had dominated the entire 
match and appeared well on his way to being the youngest NWA champion in history, 
ended up unconscious outside the ring after his momentum carried him over the 


top rope. 





The gravest mistakes a young wrestler can make is in the area of 
unsound decisions. They can learn all they want about 
maneuvers, style, and strategy. But a young wrestler sometimes 
allows his ambitions to lead him down paths for which he is still 
ill-prepared. Such a near-disaster recently befell Barry Windham 
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Windham was alert enough to roll out 





_——! 


of the way before Race could connect with his 


flying kneedrop (left). But ultimately, it did him no good. Barry lies defeated outside 
the ring (above) seconds before lapsing into unconsciousness. 


to ringpost. 

“That's how [| wanted it.” said 
Windham. 

What astonished all ringside 
observers was the manner in which 
Windham seemed to dupe Race. 
The NWA champion fell] for every 
one of Windham's feints 
and maneuvers. 

“You call them maneuvers?” 
asked Race. 

Yet Windham astounded Race 
with the maturity of his moves. 
One maneuver followed another 
maneuver and yet another. 

“Tt was a blasted massacre,” 
remarked a veteran Florida 
journalist, 

Twenty minutes into the match 
Windham stood on the edge of the 
NWA title. 

“| felt it around my waist,” 
said Windham. 

And then it happened. 

“Sure did.” grinned Race. 

Windham came soaring off the 
ropes, directing a flying bady block 
toward Race. But the champion 
knew it was coming and positioned 
himself in front of the referee. As 


Windham barrelled toward him, 
Race ducked and the challenger 


flew over him, crashing into 
the referee. 

“Gee. wonder how that 
happened.” Race clucked his 
tongue. 

As the result of that crash with 
referee Scrappy McGowan, 


Windham was knocked uncon- 
scious and had to be carried from 
the ring on a stretcher to the 
hospital. Fortunately, skull X-rays 
proved negative and Windham was 
released soon after. 

But the compelling point of this 
title match had to be sly ol’ Harley. 
All the reporters clustered around 
the champ’s dressing room echoed 
the same question: Did you set 
up Windham? 

“For what?” Race grinned. 

Well. did you let the youngster 
fall into asense of false confidence? 

“Me?” Race smiled. “Nah. The 
kid ain't bad. He had me on the 
run. It can happen, you know.” 
And Race winked, quickly turning 
his back to hide the ear-to-ear 
grin. Oo 
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He looks like Bruno. He wrestles like 
Bruno. He’s a protege of Bruno. But 
Larry Zbyszko knows he’s still a long 
way away from being another Bruno 


LARRY ZBYSZKO— 
THE NEXT BRUNO 
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HE BIGGEST CHALLENGE fac- 

ing a young man who wants to 
become a professional wrestler is 
finding someone, a promoter or es- 
tablished wrestler, who will give 
him a start in the sport. Out of 
thousands of aspiring wrestlers, 
only a handful will ever get this 
break. And out of this handful, very 
few, if any, can ever expect help 
from wrestling’s Superstars. 

But exceptions to the-rule do ex- 
ist. Larry Zbyszko is one of these 
rare exceptions. He has been train- 
ed and guided by one of the ail 
time greats, Bruno Sammartino. 

Larry was born in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. He grew up in the 
North Hills suburb of that town. 
Coincidentally, Bruno Sammartino 
has an office in that area. That 
would later prove to be an impor- 
tant coincidence for young Larry. 

With a background of high schoo! 
wrestling, Larry knew he wanted to 
turn pro after graduation. He also 
hoped he could one day be as great 
as the man he watched wrestle so 
often when he attended the match- 
es at Pittsburgh's Civic Arena, Bru- 
no Sammartino. 

Larry hunted until he found the 
office Bruno came to a few times 
a week. He recalls, “| was lucky 
enough to go there on a day Bruno 
was there, and even luckier when 
he allowed me to talk with him. 
It didn’t do much good though. He 
took one look at me and said, ‘You're 
not big enough. Why don’t you start 
lifting weights more often and get 
some more experience. Then come 
back and see me and I'll see what 
{ can do for you.’ 

“Even though Bruno probably 
told that same thing to all of the 
kids who came to visit him and 
ask advice, | took his words to 
heart. | began working out two and 
three hours a day. Then | enrolled 
at Penn State and wrestled colle- 
giate. As | built myself up | was 
also increasing my wrestling know- 
how.” 

Larry brought his weight up to 
225 pounds. Then he went to see 
Bruno again—1wo years after their 
first meeting. 

“Bruno found it hard to believe,” 
Larry recalled. “Il just didn’t look 
like the same kid he saw two years 
ago. He was impressed by my size 
and experience. This was the turn- 





Ing point in my life. Bruno decided 
to train me to become a pro.” 

Long hard hours in the gym saw 
Larry's dreams become reality. He 
was taught simple holds and then 
progressed to the Figure-four leg- 
lock and the backbreaker — Bruno's 
trademark. Both Bruno and Larry 
were pleased. He learned fast, and 
more important, well. 

in the summer of 1972, Bruno, 
the teacher, decided his pupil was 
ready. Larry made his pro debut. 
He stood proud at five foot. 11 
inches, and weighed 240 pounds. 

Nervousness set in as he prepared 
to face rough Frank Durso. But his 
nervousness didn't mar his wres- 
tling. He upset Durso in a record 
time of 19 seconds! 

Larry was on the roaa to success. 
His second match saw him whip 
his opponent ina mere 44 seconds] 
On and on it went. The Red De- 
mon, Eric The Red, and others fell 
before of Larry's onslaught in short 
ume. 

Larry learned a good Jesson dur- 
ing a scientific battle against Tony 
Parisi. He was caught in a freak 
accident, thrown from the ring and 
counted out. He never let himself 
make a mistake life that again. He 
became more careful, a lesson he 
needed since he was suill early in 
his career. 


Below: Larry and 
the man who has 
molded his 

career — Bruna 
Sammartino, 
Larry is very 
flattered that 
people compare 
him to his idol 
but he knows he's 
a long way from 

| being the next 
Sammartino, 

| Left: Larry 

earns respecl 
from Ed Sullivan. 
who's caught in 





Parisi, so impressed with Larry's 
ability, asked him to form a team 
with him. They did. The results 
were fantastic. 

“t have given Larry all | can,” 
Sammartino said. “Now it’s up to 
him to put it all together and come 


out on top.” 
So far it tooks like Bruno won't 
be disappointed. D 


a Zbysko armilock. 
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A few weeks later, Bruno and 
the huge Detroit Demolition inter- 
rupted Douglas during a television 
interview and threatened to attack 
him. Humongous ran to the inter- 
view area, but instead of joining 
Bruno and Demolition, he shielded 
Douglas from harm. 

‘J didn’t expect that at all,” re- 
called Douglas with a smile. “Peo- 
ple have accused Humongous of 
being stupid, but he knew exactly 
what was going on.” 

Humongous came to Douglas’s 
rescue a second time, later that 
evening. Alan Martin, another 
member of Brmno’s milebreaking 
stable, had attacked Douglas be- 
fore the opening bell of their 
scheduled match. Instantly, 
Humongous ran from the dressing 
room and administered a savage 
beating to both Martin and Bruno. 
In a marter of seconds, the 
shocked but delighted fans rallied 
behind the masked wrestler. 

“Suddenly, Humongous was his 
own man,” laughed Douglas. “He 
walks, he talks, he kicks butt, and 
he can stand on his own two feet! 
And he became my new partner 
that night. This was the best thing 
that’s happened to him in years.” 

“Shane is my frend,” said the 
softspoken Humongous that eve- 
ning. “No one will ever attack him 
again.” 

Despite that vow, Humongous 
felt the brunt of the next attack. A 
few weeks later, Detroit Demoli- 
tion threw black ink in the masked 
man’s eyes after a heated confron- 
tation during an interview. Douglas 
and other wrestlers carried the in- 
Jared Humongous back to the 
dressing room, removed his mask, 
and cleansed his eyes. After 
Humongous recovered, he and 
Douglas made a pact to drive 
Bruno from the sport. 

Bruno fled the Continental area 
in terror immediately following the 
ink-throwing incident, but 
Humongous still had a score to 
settle with Detroit Demolition. 
Douglas was hungry for a title, so 
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HUMONGOUS 
(Continued from page 43) 





Humongous and Douglas proudty show off the Continental tag belts they won from Pyle 
and D.I. Bob Carter on July 18 in Birmingham, Alabama, 


together they vowed to strip De- 
molition and Carter of their tag 
belts. They began training and liv- 
ing together, with Douglas teach- 
ing the huge man maneuvers and 
holds he had never seen before. 
After only a few matches together, 
it was clear that this was the birth 
of an outstanding tag team. 





CWF officials quickly granted 
them a ttle bout, but when match 
time rolled around Detroit Demoli- 
tion begged off, claiming he had a 
bad back. Carter chose Pyle as his 
substitute partner, but it was clear 
from the outset of the match that 
Humongous and Douglas could 
have defeated any combination 
that right. 

And they have formed much 
more than a championship tag 
team. They are the keys to each 
other's futures. 

“Humongous has been misun- 
derstood, that’s all,” claims Doug- 
las. “I really care about the guy. 
He just got mixed up with the 
wrong people, the same way he 
used to when we were young. But 
he doesn’t have to worry about 
being taken advantage of any- 
more. I'll be here whenever he 
needs me.” 

There has never been a team of 
opposites quite like Humongous 
and Douglas. In an era when 
teams come and go because of 
titles, power, or money, these two 
grapplers have become an insepa- 
rable duo for the best reason of 
all. 

“Shane is my friend,” said 


Douglas leaps off Humongous’s shoulders Humongous softly. 


onto.a prone Pyle. 
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FUTURE CLASSIC 












There are two lawmen with 
two approaches to the law. 
One brandishes a cattle prod, 
the other a nightstick. Both 
men believe in justice, but 
their beliefs are opposite. 
Big Bossman’s feud with 
The Mountie was inevitable 


By Kostya Kennedy 


The Mountie VS, Big Bossman: 


LAWAND 
DISORDER! 


ERHAPS IT WAS Plato and Thrasymachus who 
first put the debate on public record: What is 
justice? 

Distributing wealth evenly among one’s family is 
just, you might say; punishing a criminal in accor- 
dance to his crime is justice. But these are simply 
examples. What is it about these instances that 
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place them in the realm of justice? How can we 
define all just acts, not merely particular ones? 
For Thrasymachus justice is that which is in the 
interest of the stronger, that which aids those in 
power is just. 
Back in 400 B.C. Plato didn’t agree with 


Thrasymachus. Now it’s 1991, and the forum is not © 


ancient Greece but a modem wrestling federation. 
Yet the argument continues, with more intensity 
than ever. 

Call The Mountie Thrasymachus; let Big Bossman 
play Plato's part. 

We have seen these men, in lawful uniform, en- 
forcing their respective morals throughout the 
WWF. Both wear badges, both represent law. They 
are lawmen who approach their roles from polar 
ends. The Mountie uses his uniform to further him- 
self at the expense of his victims. Big Bossman 
thinks law and order first, personal gain second. 

"This feud is so intriguing because there’s more 
than personal pride at stake,” said WWF expert 












Big Bossman has had enough of The Mountie’s peculiar brand of 


Justice (above), and he's about to supply his own kind of law and 
order with a pawersiam (below). 





Thomas Pilliard. “We're dealing with the law here 
and that’s a very touchy subject. Both Mount and 
Bossman feel that their way is nght and they're 
willing to do whatever it takes to uphold their meth- 
od of law enforcement.” 

It is no surprise that Bossman and Mounte are 
feuding. Indeed, ever since Jacques Rougeau re- 
emerged onto the WWF scene some eight months 
ago with the “Mountie” monicker, many around the 
federation felt the clash was inevitable. Law is a 
Matter of conviction, and people will go far to de- 
fend their convictions. Bossman’s and Mountie’s op- 
posite outlooks are obvious. Bossman wears his 
beliefs as stripes on his sleeves; the sleeveless 
Mountie advertises with his shoulder straps. 

“The Mountie is completely convinced that he 
is a member of the Royal Canadian Mounted Po- 

(Continued on page 66) 
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TED DIBIASE 


(Continued from page 21) 








Above: DiBiase hiprolls Hussein. Left: 
Hussein takes the advantage briefly. 
Below: The referee checks Hussein's 
shoulders as he tries to free himself. 


all the attendant glory. He had 
won the Inter-Continental title 
tn Rio de Janeiro. Naturally, 
Patterson was awed by this 
stunning victory and decided he 
wanted to defend that title. 


Where did that leave the North 
American belt? In a shambles. 
All its credibility was lost. How 
can fans believe in a title when 
the champions disdain it? How, 





indeed? 

In recent memory, one man 
did distinguish this belt. One 
man did believe in it, did address 
himself to the needs of the fans. 
His name was Ted DiBiase. He 
lost the belt to a vicious man. He 
should get it back. 

We don’t believe champion- 
ships should be settled in print. 
This is a man’s sport and men 
decide titles in the ring. 
Journalists shouldn't decide 
who deserves a title. Except... 

These are unusual circum- 
stances and require unusual 
stances. If the authorities won't 
do something about the string of 
abuses Patterson has heaped 
upon wrestling, we will! 

Some might suggest an 
elimination tournament to 
determine the eventual North 
American titlist. Perhaps. 
Maybe such a _ tournament 
would attract the very cream of 
wrestling. Unfortunately, the 
sour cream. would also follow. 
The maniacs, the madmen, the 
cunning screwballs would 
infiltrate amd pollute such a 
tournament. 

And why have such a tourney? 
Indeed, the real champion has 
never left the WWF. Even now, 
he risks his career in bloody 
bouts against lunatics like 
Hussein Arab. DiBiase enters 
the squared circle unarmed save 
for his plentiful natural gifts. He 
carries no foreign objects into 
the ring. All he lugs between the 
ropes is hif courage. 

Add dignity to that. He is a 
gracious, fine young man. He 
deserved better treatment than 
he has received. If creeps like 
Patterson can run over 
youngsters like DiBiase, 
knowing full weil no punish- 
ment wili ensue, what 
encouragement is that to future 
generations? 

We ask that Ted DiBiase be 
given the North American title. 
The integrity of wrestling 
depends on it. 0 
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THE FREEBIRDS 


(Continued trom Page 29) 





Steve Keirn thinks he has control as he applies a sleeperhold on Hays. But his plans 
are foiled when Gordy knees him in the back, causing him to release the grip. 


drive any one of us away would 
be tantamount to murder!” 

The Freebirds like to be 
dramatic about their team. 
They have to make themselves 
appear special, united. As soon 
as wrestling accepts that they 
are three men destined to 
wrestle together, they've won a 
bigger battle than any they will 
have in a wrestling ring. 

Of course, wrestling might 
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not accept them as a legitimate 
tag team. If the commissions get 
good and angry, they could take 
The Freebirds to court and end 
their wrestling triumvirate. 
Then again, the court could find 
The Freebirds are perfectly legal 
as a tag team. That could cost 
the commissions a couple of 
million dollars in actual and 
punitive damages. So far, that’s 
a risk no commission is willing 


to take. So far. 

As far as The Freebirds are 
concerned, they want to make 
sure the commissions never 
consider taking the risk. That’s 
why they try desperately to 
obscure their true character. 

“People are jealous of us,” 
Buddy Robers proclaims, 
hoping to hide the truth behind 
a fog of words. “They know 
we're smarter, tougher, and 
better than any other tag team. 
Look, we're a _ corporation 
because we're brothers first. To 
form a Corporation means you 
trust the other guys completely. 
Do you know any other three 
men in wrestling who trust each 
other completely? Of course 
That's what makes The 


not. 





et 


Gordy makes Jack Brisco the victim of a 
full Freebird assault as he prepares to 
catapult him into Roberts’ knee. 


Freebirds unique. A corpora- 
tion is just formalizing our 
brotherhood. The three of us 
belong together.” 

Listening to him, you can 
almost believe Roberts means 
it. 

Yet, the words don’t match 
the actions. Hayes has emerged 
the unappointed leader. At 
times, the other two don’t seem 


all that happy about it. More 
than once, an enraged Hayes 
has been seen slapping his 
“brothers.” Roberts and Terry 
Gordy are being given the brunt 
of the work. The corporation 
might be heading for trouble. 

Certainly there's every sign ofa 
power struggle. Hayes seems to 
be going for control. The 
other two men don't seem 
able to stop him. They may be 
giving him trouble, but they 
can't thwart him. 

If Hayes can get control, the 
other two are in big trouble. 
According to the terms of their 
corporation, any monies earned 
by any of the men goes to the 
corporation. The corporation 
cannot be dissolved unless aff 
three men agree. No man may 
be removed from the 
corporation by the other two. 
That means Roberts or Gordy 
can leave The Freebirds tag 
team, but they can't leave the 
Freebird Corporation. No 
matter what happens, all their 
money goes to the Freebird 
Corporation. 

Now, here comes the tricky 
part. The Freebirds refuse to say 
who holds what position in the 
corporation. If Hayes is 
president, .as some suspect, he 
may have control over the 
money. If Roberts and Gordy 
didn’t go over the contract with 
a fine tooth comb, Hayes may 
own them. 

If that’s the case, Roberts and 
Gordy were too smart for their 
own good. They were intent on 
pulling one over on wrestling. In 
fact, they may have fooled 
themselves most of all. 

It's interesting to note the 
differences when each man is 





Clamping on a neckbreaker, Hayes is | 
certain that if Keirn escapes, his Freebird 
partners will come to his aid and put him 
back in charge. 

asked about the possibility of 
Hayes controlling The 
Freebirds. 

“We're a brotherhood,” 
Hayes contends, “so there’s no 
chance of any man shafting the 
others. Any talk like that Is 
ridiculous. | know who told you 
that. | won't honor him by 
mentioning his name. He's a 
disgrace to wrestling. He's a 
coward, trying to break up The 
Freebirds. The positions we 
hold in the corporation means 
nothing. Legally. you have no 
officers. That’s the only reason 
we gave each of us positions.” 

Hayes smiles when he finishes 
his speech. The other two men 
flatly refuse to talk about the 
corporation being their prison. 
They don’t look too happy, 


though. 

The Frecbirds, no matter 
what happens, will remain 
together. We suppose that's 


some people’s definition of a 
brotherhood. But don’t be 
surprised if this brotherhood ts 
a little short on _ brotherly 
love. 0 
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FRENCH GIANT (Continued from page 18) 


Ferre manages a slight smile 
as he gently holds pretty 

fan and poses for our photog- 
rapher outside dressing room. 


although it did talk about that. The 
crowd could not believe how fast — 
how acrobalic— this giant of a man 
was. 

They wrestled Gerry Brown and 
Fernand Frechette. Carpentier and 
Ferre won the first fall so easily. 


Ferre agreed to wrestle both Brown 
and Frechette by himself in the next 
fall. 

Frechette tried to soften up the 
giant with a series of forearm smash- 
es and then closed fists to his face 
and mid-section. Ferre just laughed. 
Both opponents got into the ring at 
the same ume and stiJl the results 
were the same. Then. after Jaughing 
al his opponents’ futile efforts, Jean 
swung into action, 

Catapulting off the ropes, he lift- 
ed his massive body into the air and 
came at Brown like a 50-millimeter 
shell. Splat! Down went Brown. 
Seeing this, Frechette took off for 
parts unknown. But Jean chased him 
until Fernand got back into the ring. 

Jean wasn't taking any chances. 
All this running was becoming dull. 
He vaulted clear over the top rope 
and trapped Frechette in the corner. 
An airplane spin, a dropkick and a 
body press insured that Frechette 
wouldn't run away again this night. 
The crowd—and Carpentier—Joved 
it. Frecheue and Brown thought 
otherwise. 

“That man shouldn't be allowed 
inside a ring.” the disgusted Brown 
said after the match while getting his 
ribs taped. “He's the closest thing to 
Superman I've ever seen. J don't 
mind if a guy is seven-feet-tall or if 
he weighs 500 pounds. But I've never 
seen anybody ¢ha/s big and ¢har strong 
move so fast!” 

Another man who didn’t care for 
his match against Ferre was Butcher 
Vachon. 

“He threw me around the ring,” 
Butcher admitted. “And when I'd 
Iry to prab him or hit him—he wasn’t 
there!” 

Jean Ferre has proven so popular 
in eastern Canada he’s even been 
asked to referee some important 
matches. And with him in there as 
the third man in the ring, villains 
think twice about pulling any rough 
stuff. 

“J hear they have some very dirty 
wrestlers in the United States,” Ferre 
snickered. “I think that soon 1 will 
go down there to wrestle them.” 

And when he does. people like 
Kowalski, The Sheik. John Tolos 
and Luke Graham better watch out. 
They've never seen anything to com- 
pare with The Giant who sirikes 
like lightning! O 





Hennig slams Gagne to the Minneapolis 
Arena {loor during thelr World title match. 
The former tag team partners have engaged 
in one of the fiercest feuds in recent AWA 
history—and there's no end in sight. 


have seized whe opportunity to re- 
sume their 30-vear feud, and their 
sons have paid a high price. 

“It's a sad situation,” said AWA 
President Stanley Blackburn, who 
ordered the World title held up on 
Thanksgiving Day after the fathers 
interfered in yet another title 
match, “They remind me of two 
old fathers at a Little League game, 
screaming their heads off and mak- 
ing total fools of thernselves, living 
vicariously through their sons’ feats. 
The saddest thing of all is that 
Larry and Verne had greal careers 
on their own. It’s nice to have pride 
in your sons, but now it’s time to 
slep aside for the new generation.” 

The Gagne-Hennig family feud 


AWA TITLE TURMOIL 


(Continued from page 23) 


exploded during the AWA’s 
Thanksgiving show at the Minne- 
apolis Auditorium. Before — the 
match started. Larry and Verne 
squared off in the ring and had to 
be ordered oul of the rinw by refer- 
ee Scott LeDoux. Larry and Verne 
both had ringside seats, however. 
putting them too close for comfort. 

“That unfortunate,” said 
LeDoux. “) figured | could send 
ther back to the dressing room or 
maybe out of the arena allogether. 
but then they flashed those tickets 
and [ thought to myself, “There's no 
way they'll slay out of this one.” | 
just’ don't understand why they 
can't let their sons wrestle. Why do 
they insist on getting involved? The 
fans don’t want to see Larry Hennig 
and Verne Gagne. They want to 
see the World champion and _ his 
number-one challenger. Curt and 


Was 


Greg have had some = great 
matches.” 
Indeed, they wrestled another 


brilliant scientific match on Thanks- 
giving, and it looked like Greg 
would win the belt when he ap- 
plied a sleeperhold. Hennig was on 
the verge of passing out when his 
father ran out of his seat and onto 
ihe ring apron. Greg then made the 
critical mistake of releasing Curt so 
he could argue with Larry. giving 
the younger Hennig time to recov- 
er. But before he could attack Greg, 
Verne rap into the ring and hit him 
with a roll of dimes. Curt fell un- 
conscious as Verne ran away and 
Greg then bodypressed a groggy 
Hennig for the pin. Larry then at- 
lacked LeDoux, adding to the 
disgrace. 

"tl was standing there watching 
all this, and | couldn't believe what 
was going on!” said Blackburn. 
“How could Greg and Verne possi- 
bly have thought that | was going 
to let that pin stand? This is clearly 
a case where the AWA Board must 
look at the tapes and make a deci- 


sion, bul | cant see how the pin 
would be The title has 
been held up, and there will most 
definitely be a rematch. As for 
Larry Henniy. his attack on a certi- 
fied AWA referee will be thorough- 
ly investigated.” 

Perhaps most unfortunately, the 
reputations of Curt Hennig and 


allowed. 


Greg Gayne has been tainted by 
the people who love them most. 
Hennig occasionally stretches the 
ruJes, and his refusal lo grant sever- 
al leading contenders title shots at 
the start of his reign is a permanent 





Hennig has a penchant for breaking the 
rules, but here he displays his outstanding 
scientific abilities by putting Gagne in a 
Boston crab. Curt is one of the finest scien- 
tific grapplers in the world. 


blemish on his record. But he is 
one of the finest all-around wres- 
Hers in the sport. Gagne is a fine 
all-around athlete and perfectly ca- 
pable al the belt) from 
Henniz without bis father’s help. 
But as it stands now, if Gagne 
ever wins the bell from) Hennig, 
people will sav that he would 
have done it without his father If 
Hennig retains (he title. his reign 
will be further Uiinted by his: [a- 
thers outside interference 
This may be a tough thing to clo, 
bul it's the only thing they can do: 
Greg Gagne and Curt) Henniv 
mus! tell their fathers to grow up. 
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wibning 


“I's a most intriguing  situa- 
tion,’ Veronica told reporters in 
Portland. “There's no doubt that 
Austin is an exciting newcomer 
who is going to hold a lot of 
championships in the future. Per- 
haps Jeannie’s loss will be my 
gain.” 


UPDATE: 
PAONTREAL, CANADA 
Jake “The Snake” Roberts 


didn’t go without a pet for very 
long. Although his previous snake, 
Damian, was believed killed when 
Earthquake squashed it with an 
“Earthquake splash" in Las Ve- 
gas, Roberts unveiled a new, 75- 
pound serpent named Lucifer in 
late-April. 

“For a while, Jake considered 
not bringing a snake with him to 
the ring anymore,”’ said a WWF 
wrestler close to Roberts. ‘After 
all, he doesn’t want to see what 





RINGSIDE: UPDATE 
(Continued from page 70) 


happened to Damian happen to 
another snake. However, Jake 
knows that Earthquake is still 
scared to death of reptiles, and 
he’d like nothing better than to 
drape Lucifer over Earthquake's 
prone body after he delivers a 
crushing ODT." 

Roberts isn’t the only WWF star 
the 462-pound Canadian has 
been hounding in recent weeks. 
At the May 6 television taping in 
Rockford, Illinois, Jimmy Hart told 
Gene Okerlund that he had 
formed a new tag team consisting 
of Earthquake and Andre the Gi- 
ant. Andre, who knew nothing 
about Hart’s plan, stormed the set 
and announced that he wanted 
nothing to do with Hart. In a flash, 
he was attacked by Earthquake. 
Several referees rushed to the set 
to get Earthquake and Hart away 
from the stunned Giant. 


After the 462-pound Earthquake crushed Jake Roberts’ snake, Damian, Hoberis went oul 
and got himself an even bigger serpent named Lucifer. 
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Is Rick Morton about to tum his back on his 
fans? He may, after receiving a very lucra- 
tive offer 1o join The York Foundation. 


“Earthquake’s been going to 
extremes lately,” said a WWF 
source. "He’s crushing snakes 
and attacking wrestlers because 
he’s frustrated about falling out of 
contention for Hulk Hogan’s WWF 
World title. But | wouldn't want to 
be in Earthquake’s big shoes 
now. Not only does he have Rob- 
ers gunning for revenge, but An- 
dre hasn't displayed this much 
anger in years. No way the 
‘Quake can survive encounters 
with both of those guys.” 


UPDATE: 
GAINESVILLE, GA 


Veteran WCW star Rick Morton 
is quickly losing favor with many 
of his loyal fans. The former Rock 
’n’ Roll Express star has been 
acting strangely in recent weeks, 
and may be on the verge of sign- 
ing a contract to join The York 
Foundation. 

The change in Morton began at 
the Apnl 30 card in Gainesville, 
Georgia, when Barry Windham 
climbed to the ring apron follow- 
ing Rick's preliminary bout. Wind- 


ham motioned for Morton to come 
with him, and Morton shocked the 
fans by following the rulebreaker 
to the locker room. 

The next evening, Morton was 
in the corner of Dustin Rhodes 
and Bobby Eaton as the fan fa- 
voritas wrestled Am Anderson 
and Terrence Taylor. During the 
match, Alexandra York motioned 
that she wanted to speak to Mor- 
ton, and Rick slowly approached 
her. York showed her computer to 
Morton, who smiled and left ring- 
side at a moment when Rhodes 


beaten by Taylor and Anderson. 

“Why should | get involved?” 
asked Morton arrogantly after the 
incident. “Dustin and Bobby are 
grown men, so they should be 
able to fend for themselves. Right 
now, I've got some serious think- 
ing to do. I've been offered more 
money than I’ve ever seen in my 
life to join Alexandra York, Ter- 
rence Jaylor, and Mr. Hughes. 
How can | turn down an opportu- 
nity like that? More importantly, 
why should 1? To keep the fans 
happy? I’m going to have to think 





and Eaton were being brutally about that one.” O 
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WHO WILL STAN HANSEN 
CRIPPLE NEXT? 


(Continued from page 31) 


ee 
— 





“> 


Hansen smashes Ivan's face into the canvas. As can be seen, Stan 
hasn't even had a moment to take off the outfit he wears into the 
ring, After the match, Puiski was taken to a flocal New York Flos- 
pital. The Potish star had a sprained back from Hansen's tornire. 


Hansen. The shooting pains in 
Putski’s back couldn‘t compare to 
the agony caused by his failure. 

There was a period of minutes 
between the doctor's call for an 
ambulance and its arrival. Putski 
lay on the training table, bravely 
trying to stifle screams of pain. 
Other wrestlers stood around him, 
but they never seemed to get close. 
Athletes’ greatest fear is of injury; 
they know careers can end with the 
swiftness of anenemy’s maneuver. 
To be close to Putski would have 
been being close to disaster. No pro- 
fessional athlete is that brave, 

Waiting for the ambulance, there 
was nothing to say and so nothing 
was said. Finally, the silence was 
broken by the ambulance’s wail. 
Moments later, the huge body of 
Ivan Putski was ona stretcher being 
carried to the ambulance. No word 
was spoken in the dressing room 
until the siren’s shriek had died 
away in the night. 

“It should have at least taken 
longer,” Strongbow mused. “Aman 
shouldn’t be savaged that quickly. 
The whole ordeal took less than five 
minutes! Less than five minutes!” 

“It was a freak accident.’’ White 
Wolf opined, but his voice lacked 
conviction. “‘lvan got a huge gash 
across his forehead. He looked as if 
his skull exploded. The blood got 
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into his eyes, blinding him. Couldn't 
see, couldn't defend himself. He 
was a helpless target for Hansen. 
He could've given lvan a break—but 
then he wouldn't have been that rat 
named Hansen. Don’t expect mercy 
from Stan Hansenl”’ 

Gorilla Monsoon watked slowly 
across the dressing room and sank 
heavily into a chair. When he spoke, 
his voice sounded distant. He really 
didn’t know who he was addres- 
sing, but he felt something had to 
be said. 

“| was there when Hansen 
crippled Bruno,” he declared, ‘‘and| 
was here tonight. Will.there be a 
next time? Will | have to watch 
another friend be hospitalized? 

“Ivan said he was seeking 
revenge for Bruno, making Hansen 
realize punishment must be exacted 
for what he did. Both times, Hansen 
used a loaded elbowpad when he 
felled our friends with his lariat. He 
might have used a blackjack. The 
effect was the same.” 

“He can't get away with that” 
Haystacks Calhoun stormed. 

“He does get away with itl” 
Monsoon countered. “’He’s hospi- 
talized two of our best men with itl 
His reputation is being built over our 
broken bodiesl’’ A convulsive 
shudder shook Monsoon’s huge 
body before he continued, ‘“There’s 


no denying he's successful. 

But getting back to what! started 
to say, lvan tried to revenge Bruno. | 
don’t know if Putski realized it or 
not, but he was alsodoing it foreach 
and every one of us. We were pretty 
shaken by Bruno’s injury. If you 
noticed, we began to talk about 
Hansen as if he was a superman, 
someone more powerful than 
anyone else. Tonight, {van tried to 
prove Hansen was equal or tess 
than we are.” 

Inadvertantly, all eyes went to the 
training table where minutes before 
Ivan Putski had writhed in agony. 
Everyone thought, but no one said, 
[van had failed to prove Hansen was 
unconquerable. 

“What we have to remember,” 
Monsoon continued, “is that Ivan 
could have proven his point if not for 
that freak cut. | think we all know 
why the gash was so bad: Hansen 
used his loaded elbowpad! Stan 
Hansen can’t cut a man that badly 
with only his elbow. 

“It isn't Hansen who’s beating us; 
it's the man who gives him the 
metal plate without the referee see- 
ing. Hansen is only a tool for his 
manager, Freddie Blassie.”’ 

“Then let's get Blassiel”’ 
Haystacks Calhoun thundered. 

“No,” Monsoon declared, “the 
referees have to get Blassie. We'll 
tell the referees what to look forand 
signal the referee when we see 
Blassie with the metal. By using our 
heads, we can make sure there isn't 
a third victim for Hansen. 

“We can't forget, though, that 


_ Stan Hansen can be beaten! Wecan 


do tt. Every man in this room is 
better than he isl”’ 

Monsoon was interrupted by the 
ringing of a telephone. He leaped to 
answer it. He talked for a few 
seconds and his face broke out into 
a huge grin. He talked a little more 
and then hung up. 

“It was the hospital,’ he 
announced, “Ivan wilf be fine.’ He 
let the good news sink in before 
explaining, “All he suffered was a 
bad back strain. He'll be fine; the 
pain already has subsided. He'll be 
back before we know itl” 

The pall of gloom which had 
choked the room disappeared. The 
men began to pvt on their street- 
clothes, ready to resume life. There 
would be no mourning this evening. 

They were united in both relief 
and cetermination to make sure 
Stan Hansen would never send a 
third man to the hospital. 0 


upon himself to give the popular 
youngster a wrestling education. 
Kinda makes me sick! 

Remember how up in arms the 
world was when Crush joined De- 
molition, giving the former WWF 
World tag champs the option of 
choosing any two out of three 
members for a given match? Well, 
don't think Demolition was bright 
enough to come up with that one 
on their own. It was Michael] Hayes, 
Buddy Roberts, and Terry Gordy 
who had the brainstorm almost 10 
years earlier. The Freebirds, Inc.: 
Why They Are _Inseparable 
(Wrestling Superstars, Fall 1981) ex- 
plains just how the ‘Birds put one 
over on NWA officials and went on 
to become one of the dominant 
teams of the decade. 





Remember when Stan “The Lariat’ Hansen 
broke 8runo Sammartino's neck? 

Bruno Sammartino, my 
goombah! I'm so ashamed of how | 
used to try to make his life so mis- 
erable, But no matter what | did, | 
couldn't make his life any worse 
than Stan Hansen did. First Bruno, 
Then Putski: Who Will Stan 
Hansen Cripple Next? (/nside 
Wrestling, September 1976) is the 
chilling account of how Hansen 
earned his reputation for violence 
at a young age. 

If the Captain is anything, he's a 
keen judge of talent. [ was a Ric 
Flair fan from the get-go and I, too, 


INTRODUCTION 
(Continued from page 4) 





t £ ‘he/ 1 5 
In his first tour of the WWF, Hulk Hogan 
was managed by Fred Blassie. 


asked the question Is Ric Flair 
The Second Coming Of Buddy 
Rogers? (Inside Wrestling, January 
1976). Flair was very much like the 
original “Nature Boy” in so many 
respects, and it was sacl to see the 
two actually square off years after 
Rogers’ prime, as pictured in full- 
color on page 35. 

The next story is must-reading 
for anyone who thinks he knows 
everything there is to know. about 
Hulk Hogan. In Hulk Hogan & 
Fred Blassie: Has Their Partner- 
ship Dissolved? (Pro Wrestling II- 
lustraled, July 1981), we get a 
glimpse into the darkest bowels of 
our current-day hero's past. By the 
way, folks, check out the photo 
credit for this story! 

They say that even in the most 
evil of men there is some good, 
and, tracing my career, I'm certain- 
ly not going to argue the point. But 
looking at how much pleasure Sid 
Vicious takes in sending men away 
from the ring on a stretcher, it's 
hard to conceive of the fact that 
there is the potential for compas- 
sion in his heart. In Shane Doug- 
las & Humongous: How Wres- 
tling’s Strangest Friendship 


Tamed A Killer (Wrestling Super- 


stars, Winter 1988), we are told the 
touching tale of how Vicious, wres- 
tling under a mask as Humongous, 


came to the aid of a lifelong friend. 

] might be a little biased, but | 
think every wrestler—particularly 
young wrestlers—should have a 
manager. Barry Windham was so 
anxious for a shot at the NWA 
(now WCW) World title 10 years 
ago that he took a match he defi- 
nitely was not prepared for. Read 
Barry Windham vs, Harley Race: 
The Match Barry Windham 
Should Have Refused and find 
out what a wily champion, even 
one at a distinct physical disadvan- 
tage, can do to a young, inexperi- 
enced challenger. 

“So far it looks like Bruno won't 
be disappointed.” Those are the fi- 
naj words of the classic Larry 
Zbyszko—The Next Bruno Sam- 
martino? (inside Wrestling, July 
1974). Ironic, isn’t it? Zbyszko goes 
to Bruno for a break and winds up 
breaking his heart. What a bum! 
What a bum! 

Heck, enough with the past. Let's 
get into some new stories that | feel 
are destined to be “Future Classics." 
First, there's Big Bossman vs. The 
Mountie: Law And Disorder, and 
that's followed by a story that poses 


the question that ties in so well 


with an earlier story in this maga- 
zine: With All His Cheating, In- 
terference, And Rulebreaking 
..» How Can Ric Flair Still Be 
Considered Great? 

And finally, as we approach the 
finish line, we leave with the com- 
mentary of you and your fellow 
readers in The Last Word and the 
latest scoops by my good friend 
Bill Apter in Ringside: Update. 

I'l be working hard over the 
next few weeks to gather more sig- 
nificant stories from wrestling’s past, 
and you can see the fruits of my 
efforts on August 20, when the No- 
vember 1991 edition hits vour 
newsstands. Until then, remember: 
This is Capt. Lou and [ll be think- 
ing of you! E] 
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lice,” said a source close to the 
Mountie camp. “Try to tell him 
otherwise and he'll look at you 
like you're crazy. Now that he 
feels he’s in a position of authonity, 
he feels that he needs to take ad- 
vantage of it as a way to create 
law and order in the WWF. Any- 
thing he does to benefit himself is 
fair.” Thrasymachus revisited. 

A big part of The Mountie’s 
wrestling approach is the fear he 
causes in his opponents. Normally 
courageous men shudder at the 
thought of being zapped by 
Mounte’s stun-gun cattle prod. 
“Fear is a big reason for his suc- 
cess,” said the source. 

Big Bossman instills fear too. 
One look at his broad torso and 
stilf nightstick can reduce a man to 
nervous shivers. Bossman intimi- 
dates wrong-doers into abiding by 
ethical law. You step out of 
bounds first, then Bossman puts 
you back in line. With The Mount- 
ie, even the innocent are prey. It's 
not enough to respect the law, you 
have to succumb to Mountie’s ev- 
ery demand to avoid his physical 
wrath. 

“Bossman uses intimidation to 
force his opponents—and pro- 
spective opponents—into general 
compliance with a set of morals,” 
Piliard commented. ‘Mountie 
uses fear as a personal tool. He 
gets people to do things his way 
because they're afraid of the con- 
sequences if they don't.” 

Bossman isn't afraid. He climbs 
into the ring with Mountie time af- 
ter time and if there’s any fear in 
Bossman’s breast, that’s where it 
stays. To the observer, Bossman is 
as fearless as a dog on a foxhunt. 

“He looks confident and un- 
afraid because that’s exactly what 
he is,” said a longtime friend of 
Bossman's. “When a guy like 
Mounte comes along, Bossman 
gets on a mission. He wants to dis- 
pose of Mountie not just for him- 
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BOSSMAN-MOUNTIE 
(Continued from page 53) 





Bossman sets up Mountie for a spinecrusher (above teft), but Mountie retaliates by shoving 
his cattle prod into Bossman's mouth (above right). But in the end, Bossman wins (below). 


self, but for the sake of law and 
justice,” 

Mountie’s brand of law is per- 
verse by the standards of today’s 
free counties. One wonders 
whether he was steered wrong by 
Jimmy Hart, his notorious manager. 
It is whispered that the dangerous 
cattle prod was all Hart's idea. 

“Obviously, Mountie is inherent- 
ly a selfish and abusing person,” 
said Pilliard. “But he might have 
had a chance to get himself 
straightened out with a proper 
manager. Hart only worsens his 
problems.” 





The biggest problem at hand is 
how to combat Big Bossman. Apart 
from all shades of nght and wrong, 
Mountie isn't quite up to the mng 
ability of Bossman, who was active 
against some of the sport's tough- 
est men while Mountie was on hia- 
tus in Canada. 

Big Bossman has the know-how 
and the skill to control this feud. 
And what’s more, he’s battling on 
the side of justice. True justice. 
The kind that has prevailed since 
well before 400 B.C. because it 
benefits not one man, but man in 
general. Oj 





f AS aad 
Unable to knock down Et Gigante, Flair re- 
sorts to a choke. Sting maintains that Flair 
actually enjoys cheating. 
the odds in their favor. 

The Flyers could have sent out 
their worst player to seriously in- 
jure the other team’s best player; 
they didn’t. The Pistons’ tough 
center Bill Laimbeer could have 
dealt an “accidental” low elbow to 
Boston's Larry Bird. Perry could 
have doctored the ball on every 
pitch. 

Simply put, no champion in his- 
tory has gone to the great lengths 
Flair has to defend his title. No- 
body outright breaks the rules like 
Flair does. Nobody relies on such 
blatant interference. 

On the one hand, there isn't a 
sport in the world that has wres- 
tling’s most unusual mile: a title 
can't change hands on disqualif- 
cations. That mule has made Flair 
what he is today: the cheatingest 
champion in sports. 

Flair is a man with so few morals 
(and so few clean victories) that 
we must ask: How can he still be 
considered great? 

“Tl tell you how,” Flair said. 
“Because when it comes to the 
big matches, I’m always there. 
You show me one champion that 
wrestles night in and night out the 
way | do. There isn’t one. So if I 
take liberties once in a while, 


RIC FLAIR 
(Continued from page 55) 


that’s my right. If somebody's go- 
ing to beat me, they're going to 
beat me with their best effort. And 
if I see that I’m in trouble, I’m go- 
ing to do everything I can to get 
out of it. That’s greatness.” 

Sting, Lex Luger, El Gigante, 
and WCW’s other fan favorites 
and ttle contenders strongly dis- 
agree with Flair. They can't be- 
lieve WCW has not stnpped Flair 
of his title; still, they find it amazing 
that Flair does always seem to 
come up with the big effort in the 
big matches. 

“What's so maddening is that 

lair can be so good sometimes,” 
Sting said. “There is no doubt that 
on many nights, he is a great wres- 
tler, perhaps one of the greatest of 
all time. But on other nights, he 
wrestles like a completely differ- 
ent man. He has the ability to 
know right off what he’s capable 
of on any given night. He knows if 
he has what it takes to pin an op- 
ponent. If he doesn’t think he can 
get the job done, he wrestles nof 
to lose. He knows that to lose his 
file he has to be pinned, and he 
completely takes advantage of that 
fact. Those are the nights when he 
always relies on his crap. It really 
isn't fair. If you call that great, well, 
I have another definition of 
greamess.” 

For the last 10 years, Flair has 
defined the word greatness in 
WCW. He has dominated the 
World title. To Flair, the ends obvi- 
ously justify the means. But are we 
required to respect those means? 

"That’s a tough question,” says 
Luger. “Flair is such a superstar in 
50 many departments. He can real- 
ly do it all. He has tremendous 
stamina, he knows all of the 
moves, and he knows the sport so 
well. He has tremendous instinct 
for survival, too. Listen, I've wres- 
tled him enough times to know 
how good he is, and he’s damn 





good, but that doesn't make what 
he does night.” 

Despite the supposed breakup 
of The Four Horsemen, Flair stil 
relies on the interference of his 
old cronies. He still uses the ropes 
for leverage on pinfall attempts. 
He still manages to get himself dis- 
qualified from title matches. 

Is this greatness? 

"T think Flair's biggest problem 
is that he actually enjoys cheat- 
ing,” Sting said, “He really does 
get a charge out of outsmarting 
not only his opponent, but the ref 
eree as well. He eamed so much 
respect during his epic battles 


Windham saves Flair from Luger's crunctr 


ing backbreaker. No doubt Flair’s a great 
wrestler, but only when he wants to be. 


against Rick Steamboat, but that’s 
not enough for him. He has to feel 
that he’s gotten one over on 
everybody.” 

Those matches against Stearn- 
boat two years ago were testimony 
to Flair's remarkable ability. In 60- 
and 90-minute matches against 
Steamboat, Flair showed that he is 
still one of the finest all-around 
wrestlers that ever lived. 

But he is like the bad little boy 
who wants to be good; he can't 
control himself. He must cheat. 
And it is destroying his reputation. 

Years from now, we mught re- 
member Flair as a seven-time 
World champion. Then again, we 
might remember what he did to 
get there. The choice is still 
Flair’s. C 
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BOO ON BRAVO 

It’s so hard 10 believe that Dino Bravo was once con- 
sidered a sex symbol (‘‘Dino Bravo’s ‘Sexy’ Problem,”’ 
July 1991). All he is today is a cowardly bum! Who 
would have thought that women were falling at his feet 
just a few years ago? 

Next time you do a selection of stories on the so-called 
“pretty killers,’ leave Bravo out. He’s neither pretty nor 
a killer. 

PATTY CRENSHAW 
Lima, OH 





The Dino Bravo of the ‘70s and the Bravo of today are almost 
two different men, In reader Patty Crenshaw’'s view. 


FLYIN’ OUTTA THERE 

“Flyin?” Brian Pillman is much better off without Ric 
Flair in his corner (‘'Flyin’ Brian: The Kid Brother Ric 
Flair Never Had,” July 199)), Think about it: What 
Pillman is losing in wrestling knowledge he’s gaining in 
self-respect. If that fine young athlete had stayed with the 
“Nature Boy” and his partners in crime, his career might 
well have been ruined. 
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But Brian did break with Flair, and his future looks 
bnght. I’m hoping he'll win another tag team title again 
veTy soon. 

RITA PADUSKI 
Norwalk, CT 


WARRIOR'S COME CLEAN 

Your story on The Ultimate Warrior (‘Clean Up Your 
Act Or You'll Lose Your Fans,” July 1991) was ridicu- 
lous! Ultimate has done some crazy things, but his fans, 





we = 


Whenever Ultimate Warrior clobbers Sgt. Slaughter, he'll hear 
plenty of cheers, especially from reader Frank Aaron. 


me included, are going to stick by him no matter what. 
If you're trying to drive a wedge between Warmior and 
lis fans, you're not going to succeed. We won’t let you. 
We have too much respect for the Warrior to let these 
Stories go without being challenged. 
I know that Warrior isn’t perfect, but he is trying. He 
won the WWF World ule once, and he can do it again. 
FRANK AARON 
Detroil 


GRIDIRON OR GRAPPLING? 

As much as I admire Ivan Putski and his accomplish- 
ments, ] can’t agree with what he’s saying about his son 
Scott (“Ivan Putski: ‘My Son Can Be The Bo Jackson Of 
Wrestling!’ "’ July 1991). 

For starters, look at Bo Jackson himself. I realize the 
story was written a while ago, but a hip injury sustained 
on the football field is keeping Bo off the baseball dia- 
mond for at least half the season. Even for this incredible 
athlete, the demands of two sports may be too much. 

Furthermore, Scott’s second sport is wrestling, which 
has a considerable level of body contact. Scott might have 
played football and wrestled successfully in college, but 
the pros are an entirely different matter. 

] must give Scott credit, though, for pursuing his 
dream. I just hope it doesn’t mum into a nightmare. 

ALBERT HUGHES 
Lake Charles, LA 


YOUNG IDEAS 
USWA star Gary Young hardly gets any attention, but 
he has to be commended for leaving Eric Embry’s camp 
and fighting on the side of good. Young could have kept 
going along, sneak-attacking opponents and being bailed 
out by his cohorts, but he chose to be more honorable. 
Young may never be a main-event star, but he’s all 

right by me. 

HARRY MALONEY 
Nashville, TN 


NASTYS ARE DOOMED 
The Legion of Doom really has The Nasty Boys on the 
run! Hawk and Animal have been beating Brian Knobs 
and Jerry Sags all over the place. It makes it hard to 
believe that the Nastys are the WWE World tag team 
champions and Hawk and Animal are the challengers. 
That’s why I know that the Legion will eventually win 
the belts. There’s only so much the Nastys can do to save 
themselves, and only so many ways that Jimmy. Hart can 
help them. 
BOB HAWKINS 
Cherry Hill, NJ 


BUDDY’S BLATHERINGS 

I can’t figure out why you let Buddy “Jack’’ Roberts 
ramble on the way he did (‘‘Timepiece’ July 1991). All 
he did was write a bunch of lies, saying how The Fabu- 
lous Freebirds terrorized the Von Erichs. Well, everybody 
knows they did no such thing. It was the Freebirds who 





Buddy Roberts unloads on David Von Erich during this 1984 
match. Reader Sara Gilliam rejects Roberts’ clalm that he and the 
other Freebirds had the Von Erichs at their mercy all the time. 


were afraid of Kerry, Kevin, David, and the rest of the 
Von Erichs. 

Roberts brags about the Freebirds’ reign of terror like it 
was sonicthing to be proud of. He disgusts me. I’m glad 
he’s not competing fulltime anymore. It’s just ome less 
rulebreaker to worry about. 

SARA GILLIAM 
Plano, TX 


FATHER AND SON 

With all the talk about Bill and Jamie Dundee, and 
Dusty and Dustin Rhodes, there’s a father-son duo night 
here in Portland that frequently gets overlooked. Rip 
Oliver and his son, Larry. 

The Olivers are competing separately right now and 
doing very well. As a tag team, they’re even more effec- 
tive. In fact, they’ve won the PNW tag team title 
together. 

If and when this great combination travels to other 
areas, I’m sure you'll be hearing more about them. 

SANDRA PARKER 
Portland, OR 





a] 
Rip and Larry Oliver are a great father-son duo who are often 
overlooked, says reader Sandra Parker. 


GO, §.D.! 

I was shocked, but very pleased, when [ saw S.D. 
Jones recently in the UWF. | always knew that he would 
eventually stan winning. He came close in the WWF, but 
never quite got the job done. Now in the UWF, he’s 
proving he still has a lot of gas in his tank. 

Hopefully, S.D. will someday return to the WWF and 
show all those fans there that he’s nol going to lose so 
easily again, 

MICHAEL SMITH 
Clearwater, FL LL! 
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( RINGSIDE 


ae Update sis 


UPDATE: 
PAEMPHIS, TN 

“Stunning” Steve Austin, the 
1990 Pro Wrestling illustrated 
Rookie of the Year, has signed to 
wrestle in WCW for the first time, 
but his departure from the USWA 
did not come without controversy. 

Austin was scheduled to wres- 
tle Steve Keim on May 6 at the 
Pipkin Building here, but he was 
replaced by Jeff Gaylord. Before 
Gaylord and Keirn tocked up, Eric 
Embry grabbed the ring micro- 
phone and announced to the 
crowd that he had tald Austin to 
“take a hike.” 

“Austin was helping Tom Prich- 
ard and me dominate the Tennes- 
see region of the USWA,” ex- 
plained Embry later. ‘'l told Austin 
what to do, and he prospered. 
But lately he had been getting a 
little too independent, a little too 
big for his britches. He said he 
didn't want to get all wrapped up 
in this Texas vs. Tennessee stuff 
anymore, He was an ingrate, so | 
told him to hit the road.” 

Austin was livid when he heard 
Embry’s explanation for his 
absence. 

“First of all, Eric Embry never 
told me what to do,” he said an- 
grily. “Hey, | became the Rookie 
of the Year strictly on my own, so 
| surely don’t need an old-timer 
like him to give me career quid- 
ance. Embry’s just trumping him- 
self up. | didn't even let him know 
| was leaving! When | decided to 
enter WCW, it was my own deci- 
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i eon 


Steve Austin has left the USWA for WCW. Austin, ihe 1990 Pro Wrestling aeaies Rookie 
of the Year, had a falling-out with Eric Embry. 


sion. Embry's just trying to ride 
my coattails for a little publicity.” 

Reportedly, Austin was negoti- 
ating with Veronica Lane to be his 
valet and manager. Lane had not 
been seen since 1990, when she 


served as a valet to The Grappler 
and The Equalizer in the Pacific 
Northwest. Austin's previous man- 
ager, Jeannie Clarke, has retired 
from the sport. 

(Continued on page 62) 


FORMER INTERCONTINENTAL WWF CHAMPION 


RAVISHING RICK RUDE: 
“NO ONE SLEEPS THROUGH 


A RUDE AWAKENING!” 





YOU NAME ’EM! 
RICK’LL SHAME ’EM! 


Cail right now to schedule a “Rude Awakening” — for anyone, anywhere, any time of the day or night 
Get a friend, get your boss, or just get even! Call now and tell Rick how you want it — soft and sexy or 
rude and raunchy! The World’s Rudest Wrestler will take it from there. No one sleeps through a “Rude 
Awakening!” While you’re at it, check out Ravishing Rick's Inside Scoop Line. You can hear all about 
the Dirtiest Thing That Ever Happened To Rick, his Toughest Fight, What Life Is Like On The Road 
With Rick, and more. You can even find out How to Become A Professional Wrestler! $2 per minute. 


CALL 
1-900-288-RUDE 


7 8 3 3 




















“J couldn't believe 
1 all the results from 


Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the 
news is as fresh as can be. You'll be the first to know 
about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 


ground the world— 





wrestling world! 





Each weekly issue contains the latest 
news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North 
Amenca, “Yay & Nay” and “Who's Hot, 
Who's Not’ columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week" and “Match of the Week” 
features, plus ratings, trivia questions, 
"Transactions," a lively editorial, our 
exclusive “SuperStat” that details and 
analyzes a wrestler's match record, 
“This Week In History,” “Reporters” 
Notebook,” and an extensive collection 
of match results! You get all of this— 
each and every week!—in a bold 
newsletter format that keeps you on top 
of today’s wrestling news today! 





PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we 
offer you three big ways to save: 
® 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
off the cover pnce 
@ 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 
off the cover pnce 


© 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 
off the cover price 









Cctions'’ 
e know Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before 
you subscribe? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and 
we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the 
press. We're certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll want to become a subscriber to wrestling’s 
fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 
accepted for single-copy orders.) 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please indicate method of payment: 
(Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 


C1 VISA # 


MO/YR 


Yes! [ want to be in on the excitement! Please send mea { 
subscription to PWI Weekly as follows: 

0 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings l 
D3 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings { 


F $2 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 80% savings { 
C) I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- | 





closed please find a check or money order for $3.95. | 
NAME _ ————— | 
ADDRESS APT____ | 
CITY STATE Zip | 











Ofer good in US. and Canada only. Foreign aizmaf orders: $2.70 far single tesve, $22.74 
far 17 issues; $60.49 far 34 Issues; $88.99 for $2 issues. Int? money orders ony, 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


